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Continued from No. 7. 
Several Serators coincided audibly in these re- 
marks; but 
Mr. MERRICK moved an adjournment, which 


was carried, ayes 21, nays 19. 
And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, January 19, 1841. 
After the journal had been read, the following 
SENATE BILLS 

were severally a first and second time, and referred 

to the Committee on Public Lands, viz: 

The bili supp!ementary to an act entitled ‘An 
act to encourage the introduction, and promote the 
cultivation, of tropical plants,” approved 7th July, 
1838; and 

The bill to confirm the survey and location of 
claims for lands in the State of Mississippi, cast of 
the Pearl river, and south of the thirty-first degree 
of north latitude. 

Mr. FRANCIS MALLORY, on leave, offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direct'd 
to furzish this House with a comparative view of 
the average cost of the army proper for each indi- 
vidual, taking the aggregate of the officers, profes- 
sors of the military academy, cadets, and enlisted 
men in the service of the United States for the 
years 1837, 1838, 1839, and 1840, for subsistence 
to soldiers, clothing, quartermasters’ and medical 
stores, and other articles embraced under the gene- 
ral character of supplies for the army not fixed by 
law; adopting as the plan of his report a communi- 
cation to the House of R-presentatives from the 
Secretary of War, of March 5, 1822. 

Mr. REYNOLDS offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was read for information: 

Resolved, That from and after next Saturday, 
the House of Representatives will meet at 11 
o’clock of each day to the end of the session. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. REYNOLDS said he would try a vote upon 
ane for that purpose moved to suspend the 
rule. 

Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylvania called for the yeas 
and nays; which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules; and it was decided in the nega- 
live. 

Mr. WATTERSON asked leave to submit a 
resolution having reference to the subject of pension 
agencies. 

But leave was not granted. 

(Mr. Wetter presented the peiition of George 
Watt and 149 other citizens of Preble county, 
Ohio, praying an appropriation to the national 
road; which, on motion, was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means.]} 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The SPEAKER then announced the first busi- 
ness in order to be the consideration of the bill au- 
thorizing a further issue of Treasury notes; and the 
House having resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole upon the bill, 

The SPEAKER requested Mr. Apams to take 
the chair; but 

Mr. ADAMS asked to be excused, as he had 
some important business to transact in the course 
of the day. 

Mr. DAWSON was then requested to take the 
chair; but he was likewise excused, in consequence 
of a great — of private correspondence. 

Mr. BANKS was then named, bat also asked to 
be excused, as he must necessarily be absent for a 
portion of the day, for the purpose of attending to 
some business in which mauwy of his constituents 
were ly interested. 

Mr. CASEY then took the chair; and the com- 
mittee resumed the further consideration of the bill 
before the House. 

Mr. BARNARD, being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remarks in opposition to the bill, In the 
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course of his speech, he sontended that the present 
Administration was bound to furnish all the means 
necessary to meet the outstanding liabilities of the 
Government. In his opinion, the sum asked for in 
the present bill would not be near sufficient. He 
objected to the issue of Treasury notes as unconsti- 
tutional, and was in favor of a direct loan. He 
also contended that in case the present Administra 
tion failed to make the ample provision which he 
deemed necessary, then the whole responsibility of 
calling an extra session ef Congress would devolve 
upon it. Mr. B. concluded by moving to strike 
out the enacting clause of the bill, observing that if 
the motion should prevail, and be reported to the 
House, he would then immediately move the acop- 
tion of the resolution which he seat to the Carr on 
yesterday. 

Mr. EVANS then took the floor on the sameside, 
at concluded at half past three o’clock. 


Mr. BELL followed, bat gave way to a motion 
that the committee rise; which motion prevailed. 

So the committee rose, and reported progress; 
and, 

On‘motion of Mr. LINCOLN, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform this House, whether the patents 
for lands, which have issued from the office of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, since the 
passing of the act of the 25th April, 1812, entitled 
“an act for the establishment of a General Land 
Office, in the Department of the Treasury,” have 
in all cases, in satisfaction of military Jand war- 
rants, or otherwise, been issued, in conformity with 
the requisitions in the eighth section of said act, “in 
the name of the United S:ates,” and been counter- 


sigaed by the Commissioner of said office;” and if 


these requirements have been omitted or departed 
from—in what particular, at what time, and under 
what authority the omission or variance has been 
authorized: and that he transmil, with his answer 
thereto, an exemplied copy of the form of patents 
which are now issued from said office, with the 
manner of their authentication. 


At the request of Mr. CLIFFORD, the report 
from the Select Committee—to which was referred 
the letter of John C. Rives, one of the Printers to 
this House, dated the 31st ultimo, and the memo- 
rial of Hogh A. Garland, Clerk of the House, 
dated the 4th instant, both communications refer- 
ring to a controversy between the parties as to the 
powers of the Clerk to control the binding of Con- 
gressional documents and the printing of the spe- 
cial orders of ihe [Youse—was recommitted to that 
committee, for the purpose of making a verbal 
correction. 

Several petitions were presented by Messrs. 
ATHERTON and HOFFMAN. 


Mr. STANLY submitted the following as an 
amendment to the Treasury note bill; which was 
ordered to be prin ed. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That from and after the day of 

on the importation of articles hereafter 
mentioned, there shall be levied, collected, and 
paid the following duties, that is to say: 

On all manufactures of silk, or of which silk 
shall be a component part, coming from beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope, twenty per cent. ad va- 
lorem, 

On all manofactures of silk, or of which silk 
shall be @ component part, coming from this 
side of the Cape <f Good Hope, ten per cent. ad 
valorem. 

On all wines, except the wines of France, twenty 
per cent. ad valorem. 

On all wines of France, as soon as the treaty 
with France will allow, a duty of twenty per cent. 
ed valorem. 

On all bleached and unbleached linens, table 
liven, linen napkins, and Jinen cambrics, twenty 
percent. ad valorem. 


The foregoing duties being in accordance with 


esses essen 


And be it further enacted, That all laws inconsist- 
ent with this act are hereby repealed. 
The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, January 20, 1841. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a message from 
the President of the United States, in reply to a re- 
solution of the Senate of the 20th July last; which 
was laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT also submitted a report from 
the Secretary of War, with a statement of the con- 
tracts entered into by that Department during th« 
year 1840; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be prin'ed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens of New York, remonstrating 
against the passage of any bankrupt law during 
the present session; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON presented two memorials nume- 
rously signed by mechanics, merchants, and others 
of New York, praying that if any bankrupt law 
shall be passed by Congress, that banks, and other 
money corporations, may be included; which 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memoria! of the 
watchmen and assistant watchmen of the Execu- 
tive Departments, praying extra compensation; 
which was referred to the Commiitee on the Con- 
tingent Expenses of the Senate. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Pest Otlice and Post Roads, to wh ch was referred 
the memorial of So!omon Andrews, asking that his 
padlock may be substituied for those now in the 
public use, reported that, as the Postmaster Gene- 
ral had ample powers over this subject, they asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject, without expressing any opinion on the 
merits of the invention; which was agreed to. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
the memorial of S:okes and Purdon, made an ad- 
verse report thereon, and asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill in re- 
Jation to the judicial courts of the district of New 
Hampshire, reported the same without amendment, 
and said he was instructed to ask that the bill should 
be taken up at the present time. 

On Mr. SMITH’S motion the bill was then taken 
up, and considered as in commitiee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the memorial on the 
subject, reported a bill for the relief of John Mc- 
Niel; was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


On motion by Mr. CLAYTON, the bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Agnes Dun-das, was taken 
up and considered as in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the bill to autho- 
rize the Secretary of the Treasury to make an 
arrangement or compromise with any of the 
sureties on bonds given to the United Stats 
by Samuel Swartweut, late collector of the cus- 
toms for the port of New York, was taken up and 
considered as in committee of the whele, and ordered 
to be engrcssed for a third reading. 


On motion by Mr. WALL, the bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Francis Newman, was taken 
up, and considered as if committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Oa motion by WALKER, the bill to relinquish 
to the State of Mississippi the: two per cent. fund 
accruing by the act for the admission of _ said 
Sate into the Union, was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engross2d 


| for a third reading. 
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BILLS PASSED. 

The bill from the House, making temporary pro- 
vision for lunatics in the District of Columbia, was 
taken up. 

Messrs. WRIGHT, SMITH of Connecticut, 
HENDERSON, and CALHOUN opposed its pas- 
sage on the ground of the want of power under the 
Constitution to appropriate moneys from the Fede- 
ral Treasury for local purposes. It was advocated 
by Messrs. TAPPAN, MERRICK, KING, 
LUMPKIN, and WALKER, who denied that 
there was any constitutional question involved, 
and averred that justice and humanity loudly called 
for its passage. The question being taken on its 
passage, it was decided in the affirmative—ayes 41, 
noes 6, as foliews: 

YEAS—Messrs.Allen,Anderson, Bayard ‘Benton, 
Buchanan, Ciay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Fulton, Graham, Hun- 
tington, Ker, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson. Nor- 
vell, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Talimadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
White, Williams, and Young—41. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Henderson, Hubbard, 
Smith of Connecticut, Stargeon, and Wright—6. 

The billto make certain appropriations for the 
Patent Office; 

The bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause surveys of the lakes and lake coasts 
to be made; : 

The bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh and 
Company; 

The bill regulating commercial intercourse be- 
tween the port of Cayenne, in French Guiana, and 
for the remission of certain duties; and 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to refund the duties collected on the French ship 
Alexandre, were severally read a third time and 
parsed. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the 
public lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the 
same, and raise a log cabin thereon, being the spe- 
cial order of the day, was taken up. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON submitted several amend- 
ments, which will be more particularly designated 
when the debate to which they gave rise will be 

ublished, some of which were in substance as fol- 
ows: 

Strike out the word “eighteen,” and insert 
**twenty-one,” so as to confine the provisions of the 
bill to persons, heads of families, of twenty-one of 
age and upwards. 

Upon this question the ayes and noes were de- 
marded, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Phelps, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Sou:hard, Webster, 
White, and Williams—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Norvell, Por- 
ter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Wright, 
and Young—24. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The result of the 
vote is ayes 24, noes 24: my vote is No: so the 
amendment is lost. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON then moved to amend 
the bill so as to limit its operation to two years. 

Mr. MERRICK moved an adjournment. 

The ayes and noes on adjournment being de- 
manded, it was determined in the negative—ayes 
23, noes 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hubbard, 
Huntington, Ker, Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Rug- 
gles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Webster, and White—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Falton, Henderson, 
King, Linn, Mangum, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
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neciicut, Sturgeon, Tappan; Walker, Wall, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—24. 


The question then recurring on Mr. Hontina- 


Ton’s motion, it was decided in the negative—ayes 


18, noes 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hunting- 
ton, Ker, Knight, Mangom, Merrick, Prentiss, 
Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, and Tallmadge—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Falton, Henderson, 
Habbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicho- 
las, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robigson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wall, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—28. 

Upon Mr. TALLMADGE’S suggestion, and by 
general consent, the word “‘white” was striken out 
of the bill, as free persons of colorgare allowed to 
hold property in all the States of the Union. 

The amendments of the committee of the whole 
being concurred in by the Senate, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he wished now to re- 
new the proposition, which was voted down incom- 
mittee—to recommit the bill with instructions to 
report a bill to distribute the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands among the several States. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama and Mr. BENTON 
suggested that the motion to recommit would be 
perfectly in order after the bill was engrossed, and 
hoped the Senator from Kentucky would take that 
course, and permit them to have the vote upon en- 
grossment this evening. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved an adjournment, 
anda division being called for, it was negatived— 
ayes 21, noes 23. . 

The questien was then taken on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—ayes 30, noes 17, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Ni- 
icholas, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, 
Wall, White, Williams, Wright, and Young—30. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Huntingdon, 
Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Prentiss, 
Preston. Roane, Ruggles, and Southard—17. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, January 20, 1841. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition of the officers 
and members of the American Peace Society, pray- 
ing Congress to take measures for convening a 
Congress of Nations for the purpose of settling the 
principles of international law, and of organizing 
a Court of Nations to examine and decide upon all 
disputes that may arise between two or more con- 
tending nations, and thus settle international quar- 
rels without resort to war; which petition was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. E. also presented a petition of inhabitants 
of the town of Bucksport, in the State of Maine, 
praying for reform in the administration of the 
Government. 

Mr. JONES of New York presented a petition 
of a portion of the inhabitants of Orange county, 
New York, and of Sussex county, New Jersey, for 
a post route from Unionville, New York, aleng 
the “Clove road,” to Deckertown, New Jersey, and 
from the latter place along the “Drowned Land 
road,” back to Unionville. Also, a petition of in- 
habitants of Wantage, New Jersey, for a post 
route from Unionville, New York, to Deckertown, 
New Jersey, on the “‘Clove road” route; which pe- 
tition was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. PECK asked leave to introduce a resolution, 
which was read for information, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House, the number of treaties and 
amended treaties held and concluded with, or pro- 
posed to, the New York Indians, or any portion of 
them, since the Ist day of January, 1834, and to 











wh'ch the United Sta'es were a party, and the 
where such treaties and aaeadia pido — 
gotiated and concluded, respectively, and when 
and the name of the person or persons representing 
the United States therein: And a'so, the names of 
all other persons (if any) who now are, or at an 
have been a party to, or interested in said treaties 
or amended treaties, or any of them; together with 
a detailed account of all expenditures, whether in 
money or otherwise, connecied therewith; specify. 
ing particularly the several items of such expendi. 
tures, and by whom, and to whom, and when the 
same were made, and on what account, re. 
spectively: And whether the Ogden Land 
Company, or any member or agent of 
said company, have defrayed, or at any time] did 
agree to defray any portion of such expenditure; 
and if so, what portion, and when, andto whom. 
And that the Secretary of War also communicate 
to this House copies of all contrac's or agreements 
between the United States and said land company, 
or any member thereof, and in any manner con- 
nected with, or relating to, said treaties, or amend. 
ed t:eaties, or any portion of any of them. And 
that he alsocommunicate to this House copies of 
all correspondence between the said Secretary or 
any other officer or agent of the United States and 
the said land company, or any member, attorney, 
or agent thereof, in relation to said treaties or 
amended treaties, or any of them, or in relation to 
the aforesaid expenditures, or any portion of them. 

Objection being made to the introduction of the 
resolution, 

Mr. PECK moved a suspension of the rules; 
but the motion was negatived. 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Caszy 
in the chair, and resumed the consideration of the 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Mr. BELL being entitled to the floor, resumed his 
remarks. He did not exactly agree with the views 
expressed on yesterday by his friends from New 
York and Maine [Messrs. Evans and Barnarp.] 
For while on the one hand he condemned a sprit of 
mean parsimony in the Government, he would wih 
equal care avoid a system of extravagance. There 
was a proper medium between the two, which was 
ajust system of economy. After adverting to the 
efforts of the present Administration to restrict 
within certain bounds the expenditures, he con- 
tended that this was like a death bed repentance, 
and did not accord with its previous course. 

Mr. B. said the true state of the question was not 
so much the present deficiency in the Treasury, 
but what provision ought to be made to meet the 
deficiency which would arise in 1842. In that 
year it was clearly foreseen that there would arise a 
permanent deficiency in the revenue, and in his 
opinion it was their duty to discuss that important 
question now. If the friends of the Administration 
should, however, neglect to provide for such an 
emergency, upon them must rest the responsibility 
of an extra session. He did not care so much 
about the form in which the present deficiency 
should be supplied. As the issue of Treasury 
notes had been fixed upon by the friends of the Ad- 
ministration, he had no objection to vote fer it; but 
if any of his friends should move to amend by sut- 
stituting a loan, he would rather support the mea- 
sure. He was, however, perfectly willing to ac- 
quiesce in any mode which should be supported by 
the majority. 

Mr. B. said, this was the first time for forty 
years thata new Administration, about to come 
into power, had to be restricted in their measures 
for the ensuing three quarters of the year, by the 
acts of the Administration going out of power. 
He then proceeded to contend that the expendi- 
tures of Government ought never to be reduced by 
the omission to carry into cffect the apprepriations 
made by Congress. After appropriations had been 
made, he urged that there was a moral obligation 
devolving upon the Administration to carry them 
into effect. Mr. B. then stated his opinion, that 
if all the appropriations authorized by Congress 
should be applied during the present year, the de- 
ficiency, instead of being but five millions, would 
amount to ten or perhaps twelve millions. He 
argued that if the expenditures were to be. cut 
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down, so as to bring them within the limit stated 
by the Sceretary of the Treasury, chen the army, 
navy, and other public interests, must necessarily 
suffer. 

After some further remarks, Mr. B. contended 
that for the last two years the Administration had 
proceeded upon the ‘‘staving off” sysiem, both as 
regarded the appropriations and expenditures; 
whereas, previous to 1838, the “go ahead” system 
was pursued. 

Mr. B. then proceeded to examine and criticise 
in detail the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and to argue that a Jarge portion of the balances 
referred to were due to the former unexpended ap- 
propriations. Sy 

At this stage an incidental discussion arose be- 
tween Mr. B. and Messrs. EVANS and WISE, 
as to the true meaning of the Secretary in his re- 
marks relating to the unexpended appropriations, 
&c. Itappeared that each gentleman had taken 
different views of the subject. Having, however, 
come to an understanding, 

Mr. B. preceeded, and endeavored to show that 
the ac'nal demands against the Government in the 
year would far exceed that estimated by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. He then reviewed the means 
proposed by the Secretary for meeting the demands, 
and argued that a good partof them consisted in 
the mere speculations of that officer, and he believ- 
ed not more than one half would be good for cash. 

He contended that even the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means himself did not 
rely upon the means referred to by the Secretary; 
for the introduction uf the present bill proved that, 
notwithstanding the alleged means, good care was 
taken to get five millions of Treasury notes for 
the present quarter. 

Mr. B. then proceeded, at some length, to consi- 
der the merits of the various measures suggested 
by the Secretary for meeting the deficiency which 
would arise in 1842. While on this head, he com- 
plained that the Whigs were the subjects of incon- 
sistent charges from their opponents. For while 
at one time they were charged with being the tools 
of Britain, and acting under British influence, in 
the next breath they were accused of raising a 

high tariff as a commercial retaliatory measure 
upon the same country. 

Mr. B. also adverted to various other topics; and 
having concluded at a few minutes past three, 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON took the floor, but 
gave way to a motion that the committee rise, 
which motion prevailed. 

So the committee rose and reported piogress, 

Petitions, on leave, were presented by Messrs. 
DELLET, WARREN, RARIDEN, BELL, WIL- 
LIAMS of Connecticut, TRUMBULL, DOE, and 
REYNOLDS. 

[Mr. Reynotps presented the memorial of the 
General Assembly of the State of Illinois, praying 
for a remission of the duty on railroad iron pur- 
chased for the State of Illinois. } 

Several other gentlemen asked leave to present 
petitions; but 

Mr. ADAMS would object, unless petitions were 
called for by States. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, January 21, 1841. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Elizabeth 
Colburn; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Washtenaw county, Michigan, praying the 
passage of a general bankrupt law; which was or- 
dered to be laid upon the table. 

On motion by Mr. STURGEON, the petition and 
papa of Hannah M. Baldwin, now on file, were 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of Lot 
Stricklin; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
Thomas Owen, praying that the duties on certain 
goods destroyed by fire may be refunded; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Captain J. 
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Throckmorton; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of the heirs and legal representatives of Samuel 
Mackey, reported the same without amendment. 

On motion by Mr. S. the bill was then considered 
as in committee of the whole, and after being ex- 
plained and advocated by him, it was ordered to 
be engrossed fora third reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bili to extend the 
charter of the Bank of Alexandria. 

On motion of Mr. M. the bill was then taken up 
and considered as in committee of the who'e, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of Enoch 
Hidden, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Robert P. Wainright, made 
an adverse report thereon, and asked to be dis- 
chaged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the petition of Robert 
Arheart, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill from the House to 
authorize the enrolment and registering of the 
schooner Amistad, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. K. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill to abolish the port of delivery, and 
the office of surveyor of the customs at Currituck 
Inlet, North Carolina, reported the same without 
amendment. 

On motion by Mr. K. the bill was then consi- 
dered as in commiitze of the whole, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Howland Dyer, made an adverse report thereon, 
and asked to be discharged from its further consi- 
deration; which was agreed to. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill to relinquish to the State of Mississippi 
the two per cent fund according to the act for the 
admission of said Siate into the Union; 

, The bill for the relief of the heirs of Agnes Dun- 
as; 

The bill for the relief of, the heirs of Francis 
Newman; 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to make an arrangement or compromise with 
any of the sureties on bonds given to the United 
States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the 
customs for the port of New York; 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW, 


The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log-cabin thereon, was taken up, and 
having been read through, the question being on its 

assage— 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then submitted the propo- 
sition which was negatived when the bill was as 
in committee of the whole—to recommit the bill, 
with instractions to report a bill for the distribution 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the States. 

Mr. C. said he wished to have a fall vote of the 
Senate on this proposition, and, as there were some 
Senators now absent who would be here ina few 
days, he weuld move that the further consideration 
of the subject be postponed until Monday. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he was very reluc- 
tant to refuse any proposition in the nature of an ap- 
peal to postpone, if he thought that any change in 
the result wou!d be produced by it. But if the ab- 
sent Senators from Virginia and Massachusetts 
were both here, in his opinion, no change would be 
produced by their votes. The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts might indeed vote for the proposition of 
the Senator from Kentucky; but the Senator elected 
from Virginia has again and again voted against 


1) 


the proposition heretofore, and he believed on con- 
stitutional grounds. The friends of the pre-emp- 
tion bill were anxious for its passage, as a measure 
of good to the new Siates,-and beneficial to the 
whole Republic; and in his opinion, a further pos: 
ponement of the bill would endanger its passage, 
from a want of time to consider it in the other 
House. For himselt, therefore, he was opposed to, 
and would vote against, any further postponement 
of the bill. 

After some further remarks from Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN, 

Mr. BENTON said the friends of the pre-emp- 
tion bill had ever been desirous to keep it separate 
from the other propositions, that they might all 
have a separate consideration on their respective 
merit:; but gentlemen opposite were endeavoring 
to load it down with matter that wes foreign te it, 
and that would have the effect of overshadowing 
it. ‘The bill had already been delayed in its passage 
about one entire month by those propositions to 
cede the public lands on the one side, and to divide 
our land revenue on the other; and a new debate 
had sprang up and then another, to overshadow the 
pre-emption bill entirely. Now he held it to 
be unparliamentary to bring on important proposi- 
tions of this kind, to override a measure that was 
under discussion; and he held that each of these 
prepositions should be made to rest on its own 
merits. All fair legislation would require this; and 
he denounced such a practice as had here 
been resorted to, as unparliamentary; and he 
held it to be much more so to push aside the pre- 
sent bill, or to delay it by such propositions, 
for the purpose of getting up a new measure, 
or to delay it for the purpose of getting new mem- 
bers to vote upon it. Suppose he were to ask gen- 
tlemen to wait on any particular measure until Se- 
pators, who might be detained by sickness, either of 
themselves or in their families, should arrive, 
would he be deemed by them to be in order, or 
would such a course be considered parliamentary? 
The whole would at once be declared to be unpar- 
liameatary. But what was the history of these 
measures relating to the public land? The first bill 
ever brought into the Senate on the subject was 
fourteen years ago. That bill contained the three 

rinciples (which were stated as well in the title as 
in the body of the bill) of graduation of the price, 
the right of pre-emptien, and the cession of the 
remainder, after acertain period, to the States in 
which it lay. He (Mr. Benton) brought in the bill 
himself, and the three principles—graduation, pre- 
emption, and cession, were all there; tut what was 
the resuli? Why cn a consultation among the friends 
of the bill, it was deemed more wise to separate 
the geustion of cession from those of graduation 
and pre-emption, and to allow that question to be 
brought in as a separate measure, and not to over- 
shadow a small proposition with one of greater 
magnitude, and therefore they cast it off. But 
they aflerwards found that they could get along 
with pre-emption much better when it was not con- 
nected with graduation, and they therefore made 
another separation. And what had been the result? 
Why, since they had made these divisions of the 
original measure, which he (Mr. Brenton) 
brought in in the year 1826, they had passed 
three or four preemption laws, not one of 
which would have passed if the propositions had 
all been kept together. The whole three questions 
which were brought in to close and wind up the 
whole land system between the Federal Govern- 
ment and the States, it was deemed at that early 
period essential to separate, and on that pea 
the friends of this bill were acting now, and already 
there were two propositions before the Scnate—the 
oae for pre-emption and the other for gradua- 
tion, and gentlemen attempted to force on 
the former, which was then under considera- 
tion, a proposition of a totally different charac- 
ter. By the vote of last night, they saw there 
were two to one in its favor, and yet they were not 
satisfied with having delayed it a month on its 
sage, but they sought to lay it over still further, 
and for what? For the purpose of waiting until 
other Senators could come, whose votes in oppo- 
sition would not change the result. On what then 
was their proposition for delay based? Could nos 
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the gentlemen go on with their distribution bill as a 
separate measure? Was it not absurd to sop- 
pose that the Kentucky bill to divide the land 
revenue could not get along unless they deiained 
the pre-emption bill? When the friends of the 
bili saw such absurdities, it became them to speak 
out like men. 

They had heard much said there against pre- 
emption and graduation—the:e two measures had 
been presented to the Senate and to the country as 
the most odious and intolerable of all schemes; epi- 
thets had been applied to them, and argumenis 
brought to oppose them,as the most odious enor- 
mities; he asked then to be permitied to show that 
these “*enormities”’ had not been thought unfit for the 
legislative action of that Senate on previous occa- 
sions, and that they had not always been deemed 
so opprobrious. He then read to the Senate 
a@ propositicn which had been made four 
years since by Mr. Cray of Kentucky, 
which contained the principles of graduation and 
pre-emption—graduation as low as fifty cents per 
acre,and pre-emption to 150 acres—and was that bill 
the “total destruction of our beautiful land system?” 
Was that bill odious and abominable? And was 
the country called upon to revolt against that 
bill? Where was the difference between that bi!! 
and the bili then before them? And yet the proposition 
which was now denounced as leading to the “toial 
destruction of our beautiful land system,” as going 
to debauch the population of the States, vas once 
deemed wholesome legislation. Let th: gentlemen 
opposite bring their proposition forward as an inde- 
pendent one, and not atiempt by it to overlay one 
of less importance. He had voted for the se- 
cond proposition to amend, by striking out the 
instructions of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
and inserting the bill reported by the Senator from 
Michigan, [Mr. Norve.t,} but he had done so 
for the purpose of using that measure as a 
hammer to knock the othr one in the head, 
and with no idea of overlaying the pre-emptioa 
bill with either ofthem. He was willing to defeat 
the distribution with the cession bill, and then he 
should have been ready to lay aside that also; but 
he was not willing to have the pre-emption 
bill laid aside. He hoped they should have 
the ayes and noes on the question of postpone- 
ment. He was desirous to bring this matter 
to a close, but he was satisfied that, to use a re- 
mark of the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Cuiay] 
last night, no pre-emption bill could be passed 
but by candlelight, and he therefore notified the 
messengers to have the lamps in preparation, 

The qvestion was then taken on the motion to 
postpone, and decided in the negative—ayes 18, 
noes 28, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Huntington, 
Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Preston, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
and White—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Falton, Henderson, 
Habbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicho- 
las, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Roase, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—28. 

The question then recurring on the motion to re- 
commit, Mr. CRITTENDEN addressed the Senate 
at much length, reviewing in detail the measures 
of the present Administration. 

Mr. WRIGHT followed in reply, and was suc- 
ceeded in the debate by Mr. WEBSTER, who was 
followed by Mr, BENTON, and at 5 o’clock 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trurspay, January 21, 1841. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, the rules were sus- 
pended for one hour, for the purpose of calling for 
petitions by States. 

Petitions were then presented by 

Mr. BURKE, of New Hampshire. 

(Mr. Burke presented the memorial of Alden 
Partridge, President of the University at Norwich, 
Vermont, in relation to the Military Academy at 
West Point, and praying that young men educated 


at other military institutions, be admitted on equal 


terms with the young men educated at West Point. | 


Also, the memorial of Alden Partridge, praying 
Congress to take measures with a view to the esta- 
blishment of a general sysiem of education for the 
youth of the Republic.] 

Messrs. BRIGGS, PARMENTER, LINCOLN, 
WILLIAMS, CALHOUN, and ADAMS, of Mas: 
sachuseits. 

Mr. ADAMS presented and moved the refer- 
ence of a petition, asking the abselition of slavery 
in this District, and in the Territories; also, that no 
new Territory, tolerating slavery, may be admit- 
ted into the Union. 

Mr. CONNOR moved to lay that portion of the 
ee which came under the standing rale on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS asked hew that was to be done, for 
the petition most then necessarily be cut in two. 

Mr. WARREN observed thar, if the potitioners 
thought proper to a'tach objectionable matter, not 
receivable by the House, to their petition, they 
onght not to complain if the whole was rejected. 
He was therefore io favor of the rejection of the 
whole. 

That portion of the petition coming under the 
rule, having been laid on the table sub silentio, 

Mr. BLACK moved to reconsider the vote, for 
the purpose, incase it should be reconsidered, of 
moving the rejection of the whole, as he contended 
that no part of it ought to have been received. 

On that motion, Mr. ADAMS demanded the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. WISE rose to a point of order. He desired 
to kaow whether any portion of that petition could 
be received onder the rule. The latter portion, re- 
lating to the admission of new Territories into the 
Union which tolerated slavery, was, in his opinion, 
as much within the spirit of the rule as tic former 
portion of the petition; and he, (Mr. W.) had his 
attention been called to it at the time, would have 
combated the dicision of the Speaker, by which 
the latter portion was received. His point of order 
was, that as the whole of the petition came under 
the rule, a motion to lay on the table a part of it 
could not be entertained. 

After some debate of a conversational eharacter, 
the rule relating to the rejection of abolition papers 
was read, as follows: 

‘“‘No petition, memorial, resolution, or other pa- 
per, -raying the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, or any State or Territory, or the slave 
trade between the Siates or Territories of the United 
States in which it now exists, shall be received by 
this House, or entertained in any way whatever.” 

Mr. WISE again urged his point of order, and 
contended that the whole cf the petition evidently 
came within the spirit of the rule. He conceived 
that the object of the rule was to dispose of all pa- 
pers tainted with this abominable heresy. 

The question then being taken on the motion of 
Mr. Brack to reconsider the vote by which a per- 
tion of the petition had been laid on the table,it was 
decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Andrews, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd,Aaron V. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, John Campbell, Car- 
roll, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Connor, 
William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crockett, Cress, 
John Davis, John W. Davis, Garrett Davis, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Earl, Eastman, 
Fisher, Galbraith, Garland, Gentry, Goggin, Gra- 
ham, Graves, Griffin, Hammond, Hawkins, Hill of 
Virginia, Hiil of North Carolina, Hillen, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kile, King, Lane, Leadbetter, Leet, Leo- 
nard, Lucas, MeCarty, McClellan, McClure, 
McKay, Marchand, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Samuel W. Morris, Parish, Pope, Prentiss, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rives, Jas. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, 
Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip F. 
Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Johan B. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Vroom, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, John White, Jared 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Wor- 
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NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Boardman, 
Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Casey, Chittenden 
Cranston, Edward Davies, Doe, Edwards, Evans. 
Fillmore, Gates, Giddings, Granger, Hall, Henry, 
Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshaii, Ae 
coln, Meredith Mallory, Marvin, Calvary Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Peck, Ran- 
dall, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, Simonton, Truman Smith, Stark- 
weather, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Peter J, 
Wagner, Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
and Winthrop—5l. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. BLACK here rose and was about to sub. 
mit his motion for rejecting the whole of the me- 
morial, when 

Mr. ADAMS wished to make an observation. 

Mr. WISE, I claim the floor. 

Mr. BLACK. As the voie was reconsidered on 
my motion. Iam entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ADAMS. No, sir, I claim the floor. 

The SPEAKER was undersiood to say that the 
gentleman from Virginia had the floor, 

Mr. ADAMS. But I have tue floor on a point of 
order which I desire to make. 

The SPEAKER then decided that as the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts rose to a point of order, 
he of course was catitled to the floor. 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to say that as the 
vote to lay on the tabie had been reconsidered, 
his motion of reference of the whole subject would 
necessarily come up again for consideraiion. 

Mr. WISE again ro:e to ciaim the floor. 

Mr. ADAMS persisted in his claim to it, and 
was proceeding, when 

Mr. WISE, in a very loud tone, said he cared 
not what the gen'leman from Massachusetts claim- 
ed, for he (Mr. W.) claimed the floor, and wished 
to inquire of the Crair what it was that had been 
laid en the table, the vote on which has just been 
recoasidered. 

The SPEAKER informe] him that it was that 
portion of the petition coming within the rules; and 
the question then pending was on the motion pre- 
viously made to lay it on the table. 

Afier some further debate of a conversational 
character, and which, owing to the confusion which 
prevailed, could: not be distinctly heard— 

Mr. CONNOR explained, that when the petition 
was presented by the gentleman from Massacha- 
setts, he (Mr. C.) was just taking his seat, and 
moved to lay on the table that portion which came 
within the rule; but he was ufierwards convinced 
that the whole of the petition came within the rule, 
and he therefore now withdrew his motion to lay a 
part only on the table. 

Mr. BLACK having succceded in getting the 
floor, asked whether it would not now be in order 
for him to move the rejection of the whole of the 
petition. 

Mr. WISE. No, for itis already rejected under 
the rule. 

Mr. BLACK said it was a mistake, for the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts to refer 
was still pending, and a motion had been made by 
some one to lay a portion of the petition on the 
tab'e, he cared not by whom, but— 

Mr. WISE. But the motion cannot be made, 
for it is already laid on the table, under the rule. 

Mr. BLACK wished to explain, when 

Mr. WISE persisted in urging his point of order, 
that the petition had already been laid on the table, 
under the standing rule of the House. 

Mr. BLACK said he wished to move the rejec- 
tion of the whoie of the petition, on the ground that 
a certain portion of it had been decided by the 
Speaker as not coming within the rule. If it should 
be permitted that petitions should be received, a 
part of which came within ihe rule and a part of 
which did not come within the rule, that would be 
nothing less than a fraud upon the House. He was, 
therefore, for rejecting the whole, 

Mr. WISE could not see how a motion to reject 
the whole could be in order; for one portion of the 
petition had already been rejected by the decision of 
the Chair. But he (Mr. W.) contended that no 
part of it ought to have been received. After some 
further remarks, Mr. W. said if the gentleman from 
Georgia would alter his motion so as to embrace 
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only that part of the petition which the Speaker had 
decided could be received, he would go with him. 

Mr. ADAMS here rcse, and in the course of 
some remarks, the whole of which the uproar did 
not permit the Reporter to hear, denounced the 
standing rule of the House prohibiiing the reception 
of Abolition papers, as an infamous and unconsti- 
tutional rule. 

Mr. CRAIG rose to a point of order. He con- 
tended that the question as it then stood was not 

debatable. 

Mr. ADAMS. No: only on one side. 

Mr. CRAIG said the question, as it now stood, 
was precisely the same as if no vote had been 
taken on the origina! motion of Mr. Apams. 

Many members here awenyen to speak at once, 
and much confusion prevailed. 

After order had been restored, 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
debate was not in order except on that portion of 
the petition which he conceived did not come with- 
in the rule. 

After some brief remarks from Messrs. WISE 
and BLACK— a 

Mr. ADAMS again took the floor and said he 
had presented the whole of the petition, and so 
long as he had a voice in the House, he would con- 
tinue to present them. Mr. A. was pfoceeding to 
make some remarks in relation to the observations 
of Mr. Wise that “he Would have combated the 
decision of the Speaker, had his attention been 
called to the petition when presented,” when 

Mr. WISE called the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts to order for a disorderly expression Mr. 
W. then stated what he understood the member to 
charge, viz: that he, Mr. W. had said he would 
have dictated to the Speaker. Such was not the 
fast; as every gentleman on the floor knew that he 
had said no such thing. 

Mr. ADAMS eiplained that he had not made 
such a charge. Whathe said was in rélation to 
what the member from Virginia did, and not what 
the member said he would have done. 

Mr. WISE denied that he ever said he would 
have dictated to the Speaker, or that such was his 
intention. Mr. W. made some further observations 
which could not be distinctly heard. 

Mr. ADAMS explained that the gentleman from 
Virginia had mistook his meaning. What he (Mr. 
A.) had reference to was the manner in which that 
gentleman usually addressed the Speaker. 

Mr. WISE said he regretted nothing so much a 
personal quarrel with the venerable gentieman 
from Massachusetts; but he must be permitted to 
say that there was no man in the House more capa- 
ble of exhibiting dictatorial feelings than that gentle- 
man; aad he was now setting an example for the 
younger members. 

The SPEAKER, in reply to a question from 
Mr. BLACK, decided that a motion to reject 
could apply only to so much of the petition as had 
been decided did not come under the rule. 

From this decision Mr. BLACK took an ap- 
peal, and contended that the petition could not 
be separated, for it was one and the same thing. 

Mr. B. then commenced reading the petition with 
a view of proving his proposition. 

Mr. ADAMS desired to inquire of the gentle- 
mar whether it was in order to read that which 
the House had determined it would not receive. 

Mr. BLACK said he was reading the petition 
with a-view of showing that the Speaker had 
committed an unintentional error in not rejecting 
the whole. 

The SPEAKER observed that the reading of 
that portion of the petition which came within the 
rule, could not be read but by general consent. 

Mr. ADAMS said that unless the whole subject 
should be thrown open to debate, he would obj-ct. 

_ The SPEAKER then remarked that, as objec- 
tion had been made, the gentleman from Georgia 
would not be in order in reading the petition. 

After some debate on this point between Messrs. 
BLACK, WISE, and CRAIG, the noise was so 
great that several members rose to order. 

Mr. WINTHROP called for order all over. 

Mr. BLACK again contended that one portion 
of the petition could not be rejected without the 
other; and if one part was received, co must the 





other be. Besides, if this practice was t» be adopt- |! odice of surveyor of the customs, at Curritack In- 


ed, then thousan's of petitions might be in'rodaced 
in‘o the House like so many fire brands, in defiance 
of any reso‘ution that might be adopted. 

The hour having now expired, the House pro- 
ceeded to the orders of the cay. 

And the bill authorizing the issue of 

TREASURY NOTES, 
being the special order, the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, Mr. Casey in the Chair, and resumed the 
consideration thereof. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON being entitled to 
the floor, proceeded at some length to criticise the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and to give 
his views in relation to the contemplated means of 
meeting any deficiency in the revenue. 

Mr. RHETT followed, and was about to show 
that there was uo need either of a loan, or the im- 
position of a tariff on wines, silks, etc. as contended 
by some; but that the present bill would afford am- 
ple means for relieving the Treasury; when 

A motion that the committee rise, was made, and 
prevailed. 

So the committee rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Faipar, January 22, 1841. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the 
following reports: 

A report of the Secretary of War, made agree- 
ably to law, accompanied by statements of the ex- 
penditures for that Department during the year 
1840; and the balances remaining in the Treasury 
at the close of the year. 

A report of the Secretary of War, exhibiting 
the number of clerks in that Department during 
the year 1840, and the sum paid each. 

A report of the Secretary of War, made in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Sena'e, showing 
the number and kind of United States troops sta- 
tioned on the Western frontier, from Fort Snelling 
to Fort Jesup. 

A report of the Secretary of the Navy, made 
agreeably to law, exhibiting a statement of the 
contracts made by the Commissioners of the Navy 
during the year 1840. 

The reports were severally laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in- 
structed te inquire into the expediency of granting 
to George Johnson a pension, for a disability in- 
curred by him during the last war, while in the mi- 
litary service of the United States, and in the line of 
his daty. 

The resolution was agreed to; and the papers 
connected with the case were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial of ci- 
tizens of Claibérne county, Mississippi, praying 
the passage of a general bankrupt law; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Judiciary 
be imstructed to inquire into the expediency of 
abolishing imprisonment for debt within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of Capt. J. 
Throckmorton, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Peter H. Greene, re- 
ported a bill for his relief; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was committed the petition of Caleb Eddy, 
reported a bill for his relief; which was read, aod 
ordered to a second reading. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of Samuel Mackey; 

The bijl to extend the charter of the Bank of 
Alexandria; and 

The bill to abolish the port of delivery and the 








tet, North Carolina, 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
relief of Daniel G. Skinner of Alabama was taken 
up, and considered as in committee of the whole, 
and ordered te. be engrossed for a third reading. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The following bills were taken up and considered 
as in committee of the whole, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading: 

The bill to provide for taking evidence in the 
District of Columbia and in the Territories of the 
United States, in certain cases. 

The bill for the relief of the execator of Thomas 
Cooper, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Aaron Vail, deceased, late consul at L*Orient. 

The bill to confirm claims to lands in the district 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers. 

The bill for the relief of Charles Morgan, of 
Louisiana. 

The bill for the relief of Charles Morgan. 

The bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Ouachita land district, in the State of Lonisiana, 
being taken up, was, on motion by Mr. MOUTON, 
amended by adding to it 

The bill confirming certain land claims in Loui- 
siana; and - 

The bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Greensburg land district, Siate of Louisiana; and 
was then ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

The bill for the relief of Juan Belgar was taker’ 
up, and after a debate in which Messrs. MOUTON, 
LINN, and KING, advocated the bill, and Mr. 
CLAY, of Kentucky, opposed acting on it at pre- 
sent, the bill was laid on the table. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a leg cabin thereon, was taken up, and hav- 
ing been read through, the question being on the 
motion of Mr. Cairrenpen to recommit the bill, 
with instructions to report a bill for the distribution 
of the proceeds ef the sales of the public lands 
among the States, 

Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate at 
length, answering fully and satisfactorily the 
charges of extravagance against the present Admi- 
mis'ration made yesterday by Mr. Crirrexpen. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied at length; and af- 
tersome further remarks from Messrs. BUCHA- 
NAN and CRITTENDEN, 

Mr. CALHOUN obtained the floor, and after 
some remarks on the subject of Executive and 
party responsibility for extravagance in expendi- 
ture, he announced bis intention of discussing the 
subject before them—the distribution bill in con- 
nection with the protective system—but many Se- 
nators requesting him to yield toa motion for ad- 
journment, he assented, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 22, 1841. 

Mr. BLACK inquired whether the first busines 
in order was not the appeal which he took from 
the decision of the Cairn on yesterday, (who de- 
cided “that so much of the petition as prays that 
no new Siate may be admitted into the Union, the 
Constitution of which may tolerate slavery, did 
not come within the prohibition of the rule, and 
that, therefore, that part of the petition has been 
received,” 

The SPEAKER replying in the negative, 

Mr. BLACK moved to suspend the rules, in 
order that the unfinished business of the morning 
hour of yesterday might be disposed of. 

Mr. J. W. JONES hoped that the motion would 
not prevail, and that the House would proceed to 
the consideration of .the special order, viz: the 
Treasury note bill. 

Mr. BLACK then submitied bis motion in writ- 
ing, that the morning bour be appropriated to the 
disposition of the appeal which he took on yester- 
day from the decision of the Cain relative to the 
reception of certain a then presented. 

. ADAMS said that he understood. this to be 
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a motion to resume the presentation of petitions. 
He had a bundle of petitions, and wanted to get rid 
of them, and he knew that that was the case with 
the gentieman [Mr. Carr] who asked to present pe- 
titions yesterday, to which be (Mr. A) objecied, 
because petitions were not called for in order. 

The question was taken on the motion to sus- 
pend the rules, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. J. W. JONES then moved that the House 
go into Committee of the Whole on the Treasury 
Note biil. 

Mr. RUSSELL said that as this was the cay 
appropriated by the rules to the consideration of 
private business, he would move to suspend the 
special order until Monday next, for the purpose 
of taking up the private calendar. 

But the motion of Mr. JONES having prece- 
dence, the quesiion was taken thereon by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron 
V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 
O. Butler, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Connor, William R. Cooper, 
Crabb, Crary, Cross, John Davis, John W. Davis, 
Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Ear!, Eastman, 
Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, 
Gerry, Graham, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Hillen, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Joseph Johnson. Cave Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Meredith Mallory, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel 
W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Pickens, Reynolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 

Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
P.. F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Vanderpoe!, 
Vroom, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, Lewis Williams, and Wise—104. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Barnard, 
Bond, Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, Chinn, Chit- 
tenden, James Cooper, Cranston, Croekett, Cartis, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dennis, Everett, Fillmore, Garland, 
Gates, Geniry, Giddings, Goggin, Granger, Green, 
Habersham, Hall, Henry, Hill of Va. Hoffman, 
Hant, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wm. 
Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lane, Lincoln, 
McCarty, Francis Mallory, Marvin, Monroe, 
Moore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Osborne, Peck, 
Pope, Proffii, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russell, Salionstal!, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Warren, and John White— 
70. 


So the House determined to resolve itself into a 

Committee of the Whole on the 

TREASURY NOTE BILL, 
and accordingly resumed the consideration thereof, 
(Mr. Casey in the chair ) 

Mr. RHETT being entitled to the floor, resumed 
his remarks from yesterday, in which he had cem- 
menced an argument to show that neither a loan 
of ten millions, nor a new tariff on silks, etc. would 
be necessary; but that the present bill would fur- 
nish ample means for relieving the Treasury. 

Mr. R. proceeded to controvert the arguments of 
Mr. Evans, in relation to the amount of expendi- 
tures chargeable on the present year. He adverted 
to the item referred io by Mr. E. of two anda half 
millions chargeable upon 1841, for the forces in 
Florida. Now, he, Mr. R. contended that the 
charge had not yet arisen, nor would it arise, un- 
less Congress should pass the bill, authorizing the 
enlistment of 1500 mounted men and 500 foot. 

Mr. EVANS explaineti that this charge had al- 
ready been incurred, and was designed chiefly for 
the pay of two thousand militia, called into the re- 
gular service in Florida, under the law authorizing 
the acceptance of the services of militia for three 
months. These men, he urged, had been thas en- 
gaged from three months to three months, and it 
was for the payment of forces already taken into 
the service that the money was due. 

Mr. RHETT was understood to maintain that 

here was nothing in the estimates to show that 


these militia were now in the service, and for all he 
or the gentleman knew, they might have been dis- 
banded. Mr. R. contended that, however that 
might be, the item for the Florida war was not ne- 
cesvarily a portion of the expenditure for the pre- 
s*nt year. For, as the present Administration 
went out of power on the 4th of March, it was not 
certain that the next Administration would conti- 
nue that war. So thus it did not necessarily fol- 
low that this item should be charged upon the ex- 
penditures of 1841, as urged by the member from 
Maine. 

Mr. R. then proceeded to vindicate the Secretary 
of the Treasury in the views that officer had taken 
in respect to the appropriations for the present 
year, and the anexpended balances of former ap- 
propriations. 

As regarded an assertion that a million of 
dollars for the Post Office would be charg:able on 
the expencitu:es of 1841, Mr. R. contended that 
such woud not be the fact. He read extracts from 
the report of the Postmaster General, to show that 
although the Department might occassonally re- 
quire a temporary assistance, yet, upon the whole, 
it was capable of maintaining itself from its own 
resources. 

Having adverted to the great amounts set down 
in the estimates for the Florida war, the navy pen- 
sion fund, etc. which could not be strictly charge- 
able to the expenditures until actually required, and 
passed upon by Congress, Mr. R. next proceeded to re- 
view the means calculated upon by the Secretary of 
the Treasury for meeting the engagements of Go- 
vernment for the present year, and which he main- 
tained would be mest ample. 

Mr. R. said he could not help but notice the 


‘inconsistency of the opponents of the present Ad- 


ministration. For when he first took his seat on 
that floor, the cry of those gentlemen was “retrench- 
ment,” “retrenchment,” and they were blaming the 
Administration for alleged extravagance. But 
how was it now? Why, they had turned round and 
were at this time loud in their denunciations against 
the Administration for meanness and parsimony. 
He, Mr. R. if he did not mistake the signs of the 
times, thought he foresaw, as soon as the new Ad- 
ministration should come into power, that the coun- 
try would be deluged with a full tide of extrava- 
gance. 

Mr. R. after some further remarks in relation to 
the course he anticipated the next Administration 
would pursue, proceeded to combat the idea enter- 
tained by some, that a tax upon luxuries would 
not diminish their consumption. He admitted, 
however, tbat a tax upon necessaries would have 
that effect, as the case of the poor English laborer 
proved, when at least two-thirds of his hard earn- 
inss were taken by taxation. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON said, if the gentleman 
referred to his remarks on yesterday, he would ex- 
plain what he meant. It was that wines and silks, 
being articles of luxury, were consumed by the 
rich; and, so far as they were concerned, an ad- 
vance of price would furnish an additional recom- 
mendation for their use, instead of diminishing the 
consumption. 

Mr. RHETT proceeded, and went into a long 
argument to show how injuriously a tariff on silk 
would affect the commerce between the Eastern 
States and France. He contended that if this 
commerce shall be interrupted in any degree, it 
must necessarily operate injuriously upon the 
South; for, if the French people could not send 
their silks in return for the millions of the raw ma- 
terial of cotton imported by them from this coun- 
try, how could it do otherwise than affect the in- 
terests of the cotton grewers. If aduty should be 
laid upon the French silks, how could they pay for 
the seventeen millions of exported cotton? By 
placing a duty on silks, would any gentleman un- 
derivake to say that it would not diminish the value 
of cotton? 

A tax upen imports would always effects the 
exports of a country, and if the views of those gen- 
tlemen in favor of laying a tariff on silk should be 
carried out, the effect must necessarily be to reduce 
the price of that by which the commerce was 
carriedon. For it would be admitted by all, that 
cotten was, in fact, the currency with which the 


whole commerce of this country was carried on: 
and if tex should be laid on what that cotton 
brought into the country, it must necessarily de- 
range the prices of it? 

Mr. R. then proceeded to argue that, in the first 
place, there existed no necessity for raising any ad. 
ditional means; and if there did, there was no neces- 
sity for raising it on this particular article, silk. 

Until yesterday he had been utterly at loss to con- 
ceive why this project of laying a duty on silk had 
been introduc-d. But from the remarks of an 
honorable Senator he now comprehended the drift. 
It appeared that the revenue from this source was 
to supply the deficiency which would arise ,from 
the contemplated distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands. Here the mystery was explained, 
He now understocd it well, and in that case there 
would be a necessity for some such measure. But 
in the present condition of the Treasury, there was 
no call for it. 

Mr. R. then gave, at some length, his views in 
relation to the compromise act, its intent and cha- 
racter. He controverted the argument assumed 
yesterday by his colleague from South Carolina, 
(Mr. W. Txompson,] that that act was a perma- 
nent arragemen!—a settled principle of action be- 
yond the day assigned by the limitation on the face 
of it. Once, indeed—taking his views rather from 
the speeches of honorable gentlemen than from a 
close scrutiny of the act itself—he had been under 
the impression that it was permanent. Such, how- 
ever, was not his opinion now. So far from re- 
garding it as fixing a permanent and illimitable 
principle, he declared his conviction that it did not 


hive one day beyond the 6th of March, 1842; and | 


that, after that day, not a single dollar could be 
collected from customs under its provisions. He 
believed the law to be unconstitational, and he did 
not regard it as binding upon him. These views 
Mr. R, discussed at great Jength. 

In conclusion, he expressed the epinion that the 
tariff question ought not to be touched now—that it 
should lie over to the next session of Congress, 
when there ought to be a general re-modelling of 
duties. The proper coure was, to let the in-com- 
ing administration take up that question, and give 
us their project in regard to it, if they had any. 
Sufficient means would, in the interim, be found 
in the Treasury to answer all their purposes during 
the year 1841. 

*He declared his intention to give a fair and ho- 
nest chance to the administration of Genere! Har- 
rison. No man had ever heard him (Mr. R.) speak 
speak disrespectfully ef that gentleman. And he 
now avowed that if General Harrison, in the course 
of policy he might mark out, should stand upon 
the great Republican principles of °98 and 99, he 
(Mr. R.) would give him his hearty support. But 
if he trod in the path of the Federalists of 
"*89—if he advocated a National Bank—the throw- 
ing open of the public purse to extravagant expen- 
ditures—and the consolidation of this Government 
in its several branches—he (Mr. R.) would oppose 
his administration, feeble as his opposition might 
be, to the utmost extent of his power. 

Mr. NISBET was not prepared to say whether 
or not he would vote for the bill now before the 
House. He did not know whether the necessity 
for the measure was as pressing and urgent as has 
been represented. But there were other questions 
besides this. The tariff had been alluded to. Now, 
he (Mr. N.) was not the advocate of a tariff for 
protection; if he were, he would belie his consti- 
tuents who senthim here. He had heard from 
his infancy that it was unjust in its character and 
destructive to the permanency of the Confederacy, 
and he hoped he would never change his opinion 
in regard to that subject. 

Mr. N. contended that the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. R.] in relation 
to protective duties, was quite foreign to the sub- 
ject under debate, and had not been called out by 
apy remarks previously made. Mr. N. then pro- 
ceeded to argue that unless the proposed duty on 
silks amounted to a prohibition of that article, then 
the argument of the gentleman amounted to noth- 
ing. And the question was, whether the proposed 
duty of 20 per cent. would amcunt to a prohibi- 
tion. But, for his part, he disclaimed all-prohibi- 
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tory duties, and if, when he came to vote on the 
imposition of any duties, he imagined they would 
operate as such, he would vote against them. 

Mr. N. remarked that there was a particular kind 
of cotton imported for this country by the French, 
and from which they manufactured their rich laces 
and muslins so extensively used here. So that in 
case of a tariff on silk, we should, in those articles, 
consume an equa! portion of our own cotton manu- 
factured by the French themselves. 

Mr. N. went on to say that there were 
but three sources of revenue; Firs', the public 
lands; second, from direct taxation; and third, by 
imposts on importations. As for the public lands, 
it appeared very litle reliance was to be placed on 
that source, for all classes of politicians were ma- 
king propositions for yielding the proceeds to the 
States. These lands were nothing but a bone of 
contention—a political football, bandied about 
first by one party and than the other. ° 

As for direct taxation, the recorded wisdom of 
ages bad proved that no plan was move odious or 
more unequal in its operation. The public mind 
disowned it, and the sympathies of the Union were 
against it. 

Then the raising of revenue from imports was 
by far the more reasonable, and he hoped that the 
coming Administration would announce how, 
tbrough their accredited organs, that if money 
should be wanted, they would raise it through the 
provisions of the compromise act. 

After a very glowing appeal in behalf of the 
poorer classes of this country, an/ the justice of tax 

ing the rich in all cases where taxes were required at 
all, Mr. N. recapitulated the three points of his 
speech, viz: first, that he would vote for no reve- 
nue but what the wants of the Government re- 
quired. Second, that the fact of the Government 
wanting money being conceded, they had better 
raise it under the provisions of the compromise act 
of 1833; and third, when they laid any impcsts, 
Jet them be so light as not materially to affect the 
importations, and not to exceed the wants of the 
Government. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi next obtained 
the floor, but, without proceeding, he gave way to 

a motion that the committee rise, which pre- 
vailed. 

So the committee rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Mr. EVERETT offered the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury Be 
directed to lay before the House a statement of .the 
different articles imported which are now subject 
to duty at aless rate than twenty per cent. ad va- 
lorem, the value of such articles, and the rate per 
cent. and amount of said duties, based on the im- 
ports of 1838. 

Before any question was taken on the resolution, 

Mr. GRIFFIN moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CARR called for the yeas and nays. 

But they were not ordered. 

And the House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 


Saturpay, January 23, 1841. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of the 
Board of Underwriters of the city of New York, re- 
monstrating against the repeal of the pilot law of 
1837; which, as a bill has been reported, was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Wayne county, New York, praying for the pas- 
sage of a general bankrapt law; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of citizens 
of New York, remonstrating against the passage of 
a general bankrupt law; which was ordered to be 
printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. W. also presented two memorials of citizens 
of New York, praying that if Congress deem it ex- 
pedient to pass any general bankrupt law, banks 
and trading incorporations may be included therein; 
— laid on the table, and ordered to be 
prin . 

_ Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the Con- 
tingent Expenses, to which was referred the me- 
morial of the watchman of the Executive Depart- 
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ments, asked to be discharged from the further | 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs, reported a joint resolution authoria.ng 
sets of the standard weights and measures to be 
furnished to the War Departmeat; which was read, 
and on motion of Mr. N. it was read a second time, 
considered as in committee of the whole, and or- 
edred to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill for the relief of Robert Roberts; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the memorial 
of Isaac Welborn; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented two memorials, from 
citizens of Obio, and from citizens of Mississippi, 
praying the passage of a general bankrupt law; 
which were laid on the table. 

Mr. DIXON presented a memorial of persons 
engaged in navigation by steam vessels, praying 
for a modification of the law of July 7, 1838; 
which was ordered to be printed, and laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. WHITE presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Indiana in favor of restricting the eli- 
gibility of the Executive to a single term; which 
= read, ordered to be printed, and laid upon the 
table. 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, the papers in the 
case of Mrs. Vance were permitted to be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senat>. 

MINERAL LANDS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. WALEER said he had received from the 
War Department the report of Dr. King, the 
agent of the United States for the Lead Mines. 
This was a report of great research and uncommon 
ability. It related to the manner of disposing 
of our mineral lands, and to the development of the 
resources of the mineral region. This subject had 
heretofore been referred by the Senate to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and he had reported a bill 
for the sale of these lands, which had received the 
sanction of the Senate. The subject was one of 
the greatest interest. The mineral region of Mis- 
souri and of the Northwest,was already ascertained 
to exceed the entire area of the great State of Penn- 
sylvania; and by the more recent explorations of 
those most talented geologists, Dr. Owen and Col. 
Nicolet, in addition to those of Dr. King, this 
entire mineral region was believed to exceed the su- 
perficies of the two largest States of the Union. 
It was the most fertile in soil, as well as the 
richest and most extensive mineral region in the 
world. Among other valuable minerals in this 
great region, were iron, lead, copper and zinc. 
In lead, the quantity produced had aug- 
mented from 335,000 pounds in 1823, to 
33,000,000 of pounds;in 1839; worth, at New York, 
$1,500,000. We kad thus risen in less than a 
quarter of a century, from nothing to the third on 
the list of the nations which produced lead; and at 
the same ratio of auzmeniation, we should, in 
twenty years, stand at the head of the list, when 
it was hoped we might, as we now do, not only 
supply oar own market, but that lead wonld be- 
come alarge article of export. As to copper, the 
importance was still greater. Our imports of cop- 
per in 1839 amounted to within a small fraction of 
$2,000,000. When we considered copper, not on- 
ly as a coin for small change, but its many valua- 
ble uses in manufactures, the importance of the 
subject would be perceived. To specify no others, 
the ameunt of copper used in boilers on steam 
cars, and for steamboats on the lakes, rivers and 
ocean, was very great, and increasing every day; 
and transportation by steam upon the land, 
and navigation by steam on the water, to a 
great extent, depended on the use of this valuable 
mineral. As connected with steam vessels for the 
navy, the subject was one of the highest national 
importance, conn-cted intimately with the honor 
and defence of the country. The copper region of 
the United States was believed to be richer and 
more extensive than in any other part of the world. 
The mining and smelting of this mineral in our 
country had but recently commenced, but under 
such circumstances as to promise the most auspi- 
cious results. The developmwnt of our mineral re- 


| sources in this whole great region, depended chiefly 
| upon improvements—first in mining, secondly in 


smelting, and thirdly in the manner of disposing of 
the mineral lands; and it was to this last subject 
that he desired to call the attention of the Senate, 
and upon which very much depended, and which 
he hoped would be finally adjusted at the next ser- 
sion, after full and mature deliberation. Mr. 
Wacker said he would only at present move the 
printing ofthis valuable report, and of five hun- 
dred additional copies for the use of the Senate. 
Mr. LINN expressed the pleasure he felt at the 
introduction of the document. It was certainly a 
matter of vast importance to the country generally 
to have the mineral lands disposed of, and the 
sooner it was effected the better. So long as these 
Jands remained the property of the Government, 
little would be realized from them. He consi- 
dered it the worst policy in the world for the Go~ 
vernment to hold on for the mere purpose of ob- 
taining a trifling rent. If they were put up for 
sale, individual enterprise and capital would go te 
work in devoloping the mighty resourees of the 
West. The people of the Eastern and Middle sec- 
tions of this country did not appear to have any 
adequate idea of the great magnitude of the mineral 
wealth of the West. Why (said Mr. L.) the 
mineral region of copper, lead, zinc, manganese, 
etc. extends from Lake Superior unui it falis off 
into the lower altitudes of a portion of the States 
of Illinois, Missouri, and the Territory of Wiskon- 
san and Iowa, where the vast coal fields and salt 
formations commence from the banks of the Ohio 
to the foot of the spurs of the Rocky Mountains, 
where you again ascend from this great basin into 
the Ozark chainof hills. It again commences on 
the borders of the Mississippi and Missouri, taking 
a southwestern direction, enabling you to trace the 
chain through the country of the Keoways, and a 
portion of the country occupied by the wandering 
Camanches, where it unites with the mountains bor 
dering on the Rio det Norte. Throughout this vast 
extent are scattered mineral wealth, inexbaustible in 


_ quantity, whole mountains of iron ore, etc. At this 


time, England is the greatest lead country in the 
world, producing annually 100,000,000 pounds, 
while the rest of Europe did not preduce more than 
50,000,000. In seventeen years the United States had 
raised from 6,000,000 to 30,000,000. What, with 
such boundless resources, might not be anticipated 
in seventeen more? He left for those to answer 
who could form a proper estimate of this region of 
country. 

Mr. WALKER said he would, at the next ses- 
sion, most cheerfully co-operate with his friend, 
the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Linn] in devising 
a system for the sale of the mineral lands, and he 
most heartily concorred with that Senator in the 
opinion that these lands should be sold, and not 
leased, and that in the sale the development of the 
mineral region was vas:ly more important than the 
revenue from the sales; fur as to leasing, the nett 
revenue was little or nothing. The lands must be 
in the hands, not of lessees, but of proprietors, in 
order to augment the amount of mineral. In the 
hands of lessees, we should have little more}than 
those scrapings of the surface of the soil called 
diggings, which had so extensively prevailed in this 
region, the power of steam and of the accompany- 
ing and improved machinery, never having been 
employed here, as Mr. W. believed, bat in a single 
instance. 

The motion to print was then agreed to. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resola- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy com- 
municate to the Senate a statement of the cost of 
oe in materials and labor respectively, of the 
ships of the line Columbus, Ohio, Delaware, and 
North Carolina; the frigates United States, Consti- 
tution, Potomac, and Brandywine; the sloops of 
war John Adams, Boston, Lexington, Vincennes, 
Warren, Natchez, Falmeuth, Fairfield, Vandalia, 
St. Louis, and Concerd; the brigs Porpoise, Dol- 
phin, Pioneer, and Consort; the schooners Gram- 
pus, Shark, Enterprise, and Boxer; and the steam- 
ship Fulton; and the periods at which those vessels 
were respectively built. Also, the number of times 
each of those vessels have been repaired; where so 
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repaired, and the cost of repairing each, both in 
materialsand labor. Aleo, the first cost of the 
schooners Pilot ani Active, the cost of repairs of 
the same, and the sums for which the said schoo- 
ners were sold. Also, ihe cost of the several navy 
and dock yati's, including the sites, the cost of the 
buildings #:ad fixtures at each, and the repairs of 


the saw~,, 
BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

The bill to provide for taking evidence in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and in the Territories of the United 
Sraies, in ceriain cases. 

The bili for the relief cf the executor of Thomas 
Cooper, deceased. 

The till for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Aaron Vail, deceased, late consul at 
L. Orient. 

The bill to confirm claims to lands in the district 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers. 

The bill for the relief of Charles Morgan, of 
Louisiana. 

The bill for the relief of Charles Morgan. 

The bill confirming certain land claims in 
Louisiana. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who shall inbabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, was taking up, and 
having been read through, the question being on 
the motion of Mr. CritrenpDEN to recommit the 
bill, with instructions to report a bill for the distri- 
bation of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands among the States. 

Mr. CALHOUN addressed the Senate at much 
length on the distribution bill, the tariff policy, &c. 
and was replied to by Mr. WEBSTER. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. CAL- 
HOUN and WEBSTER, 

Mr. ALLEN obtained the floor, but yielded to a 
motion for adjournment, 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, January 23, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved that the Hoare re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, and 
proceed to the special order of the day. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the gentleman would 
give way, to enable him to report a bill from the 
Commiltee of Elections, regulating the taking testi- 
mony in cases of contested elections, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. JONES said he would do so, provided the 
bill would not take up the morning hour. 

Mr. CARR would object, unless ali shou'd hare 
an opportunity of presenting their petitions. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the bi!l was a matter of 
vast importance, and would prove highly benefi- 
cial hereafter; and therefore he hoped no objection 
would be made to i's consideration. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. FILLMURE moved to suspend the rule; 
but the motion did not prevail. 

Mr. RUSSELL remarked that, as this was the 
day set apart for the consideration of private busi- 
ness, he hoped there would not be a solitary objec- 
tion to pustponing the bill before the House until 
Monéay, and preceed now to the reception of pe- 
titions. 

The objection not being withdrawn, 


Mr. RUSSELL ealled for the yeas and nays; but 


The motion of Mr. Jones having precedence, 
the question was taken thereon, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casry 
in the chair,) and resumed the considerauon of the 
bill authorizing the issue of 


TREASURY NOTES. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, being entitled 
to the floor, after some preliminary remarks, pro- 
ceeded to say that he should support the preseat 
measure tefore the committee, and oppose all 
others. He believed the som asked for by the bill 
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would be more than sufficient to meet the wants of 
the Treasury. 

After shewing the fallacy of the constitutional 
objec ions raised by some gentleman to the issue of 
Treasury notes, he went on toshow how much 
more beneficial their issue would be to our own 
people, whereas a loan would benefit foreign capi- 
talists. In reply to the objections in relation to the 
notes being bills of credit, he quoted the definition 
of Chief Justice Marshall of a bill of credit, and 
showed that the objection could not apply. These 
notes now asked for, were not intended as money, 
but merely to raise money. And if Congress had 
not the power to issue them, neitherhad it the power 
to issue bonds or script. 

Having satisfied hisown mind of the co stitu- 
tionally of this measure, Mr. T. jproceeded to say 
that it had been clearly demonstrate: by the genue- 
man from South Carolina (Mr. Ruerrj on yester- 
day, that five millions would be enough, and even 
more than would be wanted. 

But he could not help being amused at the dif- 
ferent conclusions to which gentlemen of the Oppo- 
sition had come. 

In the first place, the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Barnarp] had put down the anticipated de- 
ficiency at about seven or eight millions of dollars. 
Next came the gentleman from Maine, who ar- 
rived at a different conclusion. Then followed 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Beti,] who 
prophesied that the deficiency would be ten, twelve, 
or very like fifteen millions. For his own part he 
was unwilling to go into the various calculations 
of the gentlemen, although he could not but be 
amused at their various conclusions, 

Last year the Secretary of the Treasury deviated 
only two millions in the amount of the estimates; 
and considering the fluctuation of trade and other 
causes, that was tolerably accurate. And if the Se- 
cretary should deviate but two millions, in his esti- 
mates for the coming year, than the means now 
asked for, would afford ample means for carrying 
on the Government. 

But here was the grand secret. Here was the 
main spring of this movement for higher expendi- 
tures. Gentlemen of the Opposition were desirous 
of coming to a sudden conclusion that an extra 
session must be called. This was the secret spring 
of action on this matter, 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Bett] had 
a wonderful talent for figures; but on referring to 
the speech of the gentleman in 1837, when advo- 
cating a deposite of the surplus revenue with the 
States, he stated that there was no question but that 
at the end of the year, the surplus revenue wou!d 
amount to between ten and tweive millions of dol- 
lars. But now look at his quo animo. At that 
time the gentleman was desirous to male the sur- 
plus revenue appear as large as possible; but now 
it was his aim to make it appear as small as possi- 
ble. 

As regarded the calculations of the gentleman 
that there would be a deficiency of between ten and 
fifteen millions at the the enlof the present year, 
he Mr. T. believed them all uncertain. They de- 
pended on a variety of causes beyond the reach of 
human foresight, such as the fluctuations in trade, 
commerce, and other matters, when no one could 
foresee the result. 

Mr. T. then recapitulated the statements of the 
Secretary cf the Treasury in relation to the receipts 
and expenditures for the present year, and said that 
were the present Administration to continue in 
power, :o well satisfied was he of those estimates 
in the report, that he would not go for more than 
three millions instead of five millions of Treasury 
notes. But, as an advers: Administration was 
about to come into power, he was willing to give 
them two millions more than was necessary. 


Mr. T. next proceeded to notice the glaring in- 
consistency of the Opposition in their charges 
against the Administration within the space of the 
last twelve months only. For, said he, the party 
with whom I act are now charged with “mean par- 
simeny;” not more than one year 2go, on this floor, 
we were charged with reckless extravagance, and 
the cry was echeed and re-echoed from one end of 
the country to the other. 


He was willing to admit tha', in his own opinion, 





the expenditures of the Government before that 
time had been too large; but what he always con. 
tended for was, that the Congress of the United 
States ought to be treated precisely as a father ought 
to treata spoiled boy atcollege. And what was 
that way? Why, to cut down the supplies. 

Now the supplies were cut dewn by the necessa- 
ry operations of trade; and during the whole rej 
of the present Administration, the taxes had been 
taken off the people. But now, under the operation 
of that system, there was no money in the Trea- 
sury. Were they, however, to blame the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury? Certainly not; for, on the 
contrary, that officer deserved the thanks of the 
people. 

Mr. T. asa further and most striking illustra. 
tion of his charge of inconsistency, adverted to the 
outpouring of Mr. Ocxe, Jast summer, in relation 
to the furniture of the President’s House. That 
document, said Mr. T. was circulated through Mis- 
sissippi, and to the remotest part of this Union; and 
according to it, the farniture was “gorgeous,” 
“regal,” “princely,” etc, and far too good for any 
Republican. But we were now told by the gentle- 
man from New York (Mr. Barnarp] in substance, 
that the furniture of this same White House was 
unfit for the place, unsuitable for a gentleman, and 
that it ought to be sold, and new furniture of 
American manufacture purchased in its stead ! 

Now, continued Mr. T. would the country sub- 
mit to such inconsistency? Would the peo- 
ple suffer the gentleman to blow hot and cold 
in the samefbreath? Last year this furniture was 
cried down from one end of the country to the 
other, as ‘‘regal,” ‘‘splendid,” etc. and toe rich for 
any Democratic citizen in this country; but now 
the same party were about to take a man from his 
log cabin, and sell ovt the same rich furniture as 
unsuitable for a gentleman, and to refit the whole. 

Mr. T. then expesed, with some severity, the 
unfounded charges in relation to the Choctaw In- 
dians. He was surprised at the charge that the 
payment of these Indians had been postponed for 
the purpose of meeting the expenditures of 1841. 
The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Bex] might 
rest assured that full justice would be done to the 
Choctaws. But there was another fact in relation 
to the payment of these Indians. When paid, they 
were not to be paid in money, but in land. So 
the argument of the gentleman amounted to no- 
thing. 

extended report of the remarks of Mr. 
Tuompson is in course of preparation. 


Mr. LANE said that he did not intend to argue 
the question before the House as a Harrison man 
ora Van Buren man, but as a man who had a 
country to serve. He tock it for granted that there 
was a deficit in the Treasury, and there must con- 
tinue to be, unless some remedy should be adopted 
to supply it. He regarded the deficit not tempora- 
ry, but permanent, and was opposed to the expe- 
dient of Treasury notes, which he considered to 
be bills of credit, and interdicted by the Con- 
stitution. But even if it were constitutional 
to issue them, it would be better to resort to a di- 
rect loan to supply the deficit; which, in his opi- 
nion, was caused by the paralyzing influence of the 
Independent Treasury. 

Mr. L. replied at some length to the remarks 
of Mr. Tuompson, expressing his opinion that 
a Bank of the United States was constitu- 
tional, and said that whenever an opportu- 
nity should be presented, he would vete for one. 
He would vote in favor of distributing the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands among the several 
Siates, and also vote for levying duties on imposts 
for the purpose of revenue, but not for protection, 
although he believed Congress had the constitutional 
power to do so. 

Mr. L. concluded by saying that what was right 
to be done, ought to be done openly and directly, 
and not indirectly and covertly; and he was, there- 
fore, in favor of raising ten millions by a direct 


loan. 

Mr DUNCAN then obtained the floor, and was 
proceeding in his remaiks; when, 

On motion, the committee rose, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again. 


Mr. EVEREIT moved that the House now. 
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take up his resolution, which, on yesterday, was 
read for information as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before the House a statement of the 
different acticles imported whicti are now subject 
to duty at a less rate then twenty per cent. ed v1- 
lorem, the value of such articles, and the rate fer 
cent. and amount of said duties, based on the im- 
port of 1838. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. EVERETT called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn, and 
thereupon called for tbe yeas and navs; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 41, nays 47. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Everett, 

But, finding itself without a quorum, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 25, 1841. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following report 
and resolutions of the Legislature of South Caro- 
lina upon Federal relations; which were read: 

In tHe House or KEPRESENTATIVES, 
December 18, 1840. 

The Committee on Federal Relations, to whom 
was referred so much of the message of his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, No. 1, as relates to the elec- 
tion of President of the United States, in the con- 
struction of the Constitution, and the future arrange- 
ments as to the tariff of duties on imports, have 
had the same under consideration, and the subject 
may be divided and considered under the following 
heads: 

Ist. The propriety of South Carolina uniting in 
the election of President and Vice President, espe- 
cially when, by so doing, she will give expression 
to her tree principles. 

2d. The causes which have led to the overthrow 





of the administration of Mr. Van Buren, whose po- - 


licy and avowed principles of action are in accord- 
ance with the doctrines maintained by this State. 
This head will properly embrace an inquiry into 
the pecuniary embarrassments which have induced 
the people to lend a willing ear to those misrepre- 
sentations which have contributed to the success of 
the Opposition. The policy and constitutionality of 
a bank, chartered by the United States: The causes 
of that combination of the different elements, which 
united to produce a change of administration: 
This discordant character of those elements: The 
security which the avowed policy of the Adminis- 
tration afforded to the peculiar interests and institu- 
tions of the South; and the strange delusion which 
ha: distracied so many of the Southern States, 
and led them to unite and make common cause 
with parties, whose avowed principles are at war 
with the best interests of the South: And, lastly, 
the confident expectation, that a development of 
the inconsistent interests and views of this coali- 
tion, will in the end vindicate the wisdom and po- 
licy ef the Democratic Administration. 

3d. The growing corruption of our Federal 
elections. 

4th. The resolutions from Connecticut, relating 
to a tariff of protection. 

Upon the first matter, your committee concur 
with his Excellency, that every State in the Union 


is bound to unite in the Federal elections, without | 


regard to the fact, whether the successful candidate 
agrees with us or not, for candidates can always 
be found, whose principles and character will wel! 
merit such an expression of approve!; and the con- 
duct of the State, at the present session, has illus- 
trated the propriety of such a course. 

Second. 
barrass our monetary affairs, arise from the per- 


version of banks to purposes wholly incompatible | 
with a sound circulation, and an utter disre- — 
gard to the elementary principles of banking. No 


idea is more fallacious than the belief that an 
abundant cireulating medium increases the real 


value of property. The kindly fruits of the earth, | 


and human Jabor, bestowed in adopting materials 
in their original state to the use of man, are the 
only sources of wealth; and trade, or commerce, 
eonsists simply in exchange of them. Barter is 


LT 


he complicated difficulties which em- | 
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rendered more convenient by fixing on some one | the publie had paid their debt, the banks would 
article of exchange as an universal properiy, ex- || 


changeable for every cther, and this is called mo- 
ney. Gold and silver have, by general consent, 
become that universal property, so that he who 
has it, may exchange it for whatever other proper- 
ty he wants. Thus, if a man has an ox to spare, 
and wants a horse, he sells his ox for gold or silver, 
and then he exchanges that for a horse. This is 
trade and the use of money. It is clear then, that 
money must be itself valuable. It cos'ss labor ‘o 
procure it. Itisusefal for furniture and the aris. 
So that money orly facilitates barter, by being’ ex- 
changeable for all articles. No more money then 


is needed, than js sufficient for that purpose, and to 
thus fac'litate all the exchanges cf a community. || 


Wherever a country has more money than its ex- 
changes require, it will find its way abroad, 'o be 
exchanged for other property. A bank nete is 
not money: it has no value. Money can be used 


—but youcan make nothing out of a five dollar 
bill. Like every cther promissory note, its va- 
lue depends upon the fact, that the bank which 
made it has the ability to redeem its promise, by 
exchanging it for coin when required. It follows, 
then, an increase of bank paper is not an increase 


has means to redeem, the bills become depreciated, 
It is not true, than an abundance of paper money 
raises the value of property. Itis a mere dcecep- 
tion. It only makes paper money cheap. The 
actual exchanges of a country require a given 
amcunt of money; and when banks issue their pa- 
per only on real transactions, founded on an ectual 
exchange of property, there will be no redundance 
of circulation, and property will retain its natural 
value; but when the banks lend their notes on mere 
accommodation paper, they are not represented by 


give a fictitious value to property. This caused all 
the derangement of our circulating medium. 
Banks loaned money, or rather their promires to 
pay money, when no real exchange had taken 
place, and consequently their notes being more 
abundant than the actual business of the country 
required, depreciated exactly in the ratio of the sur- 
p'us. Men supposed they were richer because 
they received more for their property in these 
notes. Suppose bank notes to be ten per cent. be- 
low gold and silver, and two men each have a 
thousand bushels of wheat to se'l; one sells his for 
a dollar a bushel, and gets bank notes in payment; 


It is clear, the first has made no better bargain than 
the last, for he who got nine hundred dollars in 
specie, can exchange it for a thousand dollars in 
bank paper, and he who got a_ thousand 
dollars in paper, can exchange it for no more 
than nine hundred in specie. Whea banks ex- 
change or Joan their own notes for notes of per- 
sons who gave them merely to raise money, and 
not for actual property transferred, they render 
the circulation redundant. All loans to Govern- 
ment and corporations for speculative opera'ions; 


tinguished from mercantile property promptly ex- 
changeable, unless confined to such small portions 


tend to increase the liabilities of a bank beyond its 
available means, and consequently lead directly to 
the suspension of specie payments, even supposing 
the banks to be perfectly honest, and their loans 
perfectly secure. The Pennsylvania Bank of the 
United States suspended on Yih October, 1839, and 
most of the banks South and West did the same. 
The statement of the situation of the banks on Ist 
January, 1840, will prove that this general suspen- 
sion can be traced tu a total disregard of the princi- 
ples of safe banking, and the most unjustifiable use 
made of the bank capital. On that day the whole 
bank capital of the Union was $358,442 692, of 
which but $33,155 was in coin; yet their immedi- 
ate liabilities were, for their circulation, $106,968,- 
572; deposites $75,696,857; making an aggregate 
of $182,665,429. It isnot astonishing, then, that 
they suspended specie payments when they owed 
$149,560,274 more than their specie; yet the pub- 
lic owed the banks at that time $462 896,523, If 


the other sells his for ninety cents and gets specie. | 


all loans for the purchase of fixed property, as dis- | 


| culation and deposites. 


have had ample means to have redeemed their cir- 
But no small part of this 
enormous debt due to the banks was for loans to 
Governments and to corperations, who were trying 
experiments, and individuals who borrowed money 


| to buy property on speculation, at prices swelled 
| out of all proportion by these very loans, which 

| augmented the circulation beyond the exchanges, 
_ and thus gave a fictitious value, not by making 


property dear, but money cheap. These fictitious 
values have given way, but the roles of the bor- 


| rowers from the banks must be paid in specie or 


iis equivalent. Hence that pecuniary embarrass- 
ment, which, by being falsely ascribed to the mea- 
sures of the General Government, enabled the old 


| adversaries of Democracy, under the new disguise 


of Whigs, to delude the debtor portion of the com- 
munity into the belief that a change of Administra- 


| tion would restore that redundant paper circulation 
—you can convert a dollar into a silver spoon || 


of money, and when more is used than the bank | 


which swelled the nominal price of property, and 
enable them to extricate themselves from their em- 
barrassments. Taey are promised a United States 
Bank; a measure, which, if it was possible to carry 
it into effect, would not fail to bring every 8 ate.in- 
stitution and all their debtors to immediate bank- 
rupicy. But a short time is necessary to expose this 
imposition, and bring down upon its authors the 
bitter denunciations of its victims. There are but 
two modes of creating a United States Bank. The 


| firstisa new subscription, which would, if taken 
| from the specie capital of the present banks, about 
'| $33,000,000, eff: ctually destroy their ability to con- 


tinue specie payments. The next is, by a species 


| of legislative galvanism, to resuscitate the old 


Bank, give it a Federal charter, and consti- 
tute it to the depository of the public revenue, 
under some guarantee to be furnished by its 


|| foreign stockholders, for the sa’ety of the public 


actual value, and thus swell the circulation, and || moneys. This necessarily supposes the resumption 


as may be redeemed by the income or producer, | 


| trol over all State banks. 


of specie payments by that Bank, and her con- 
This measure will give 
the control of all the revenue of the Union to the 
foreign holders of that steck, and thus perpetuate 
the Federal dynasty who have so successfully 
employed the means placed in their hands. It 
would enable the wealthy capitalists to bring the 
property of the debtors of the State banks to the 
hammer, at cepreciated prices, and thus swell the 
fortunes of the rich at the expense of the public. 
Such an institution is so utterly at variance with 
the whole nature and provisions of the Constitution, 
that it is to be hoped the representatives of the peo- 
ple will resist it. Itis clear that the new dynasty 
must stand or fall on the bank question. If there 
is created a United States Bank, the Independent 
Treasuty will be abandoned, and the people must 


| at the next election decide on the justice of its fate, 
| If no such bank is created, the only alternative is 
| to deposite the revenue in the State banks,a measure 


green 
. 


repudiated by a majority of both the great Federal 
and Democratic parties, or to continue the very 
measure of Mr. Van Buren’s administration, in op- 
p-sition to which was rallied the celebrated coali- 
tion called the Whig party; a preceeding which 
would at once place in bold reliet the flagrant in- 
justice done to that statesman. While your com- 
mittee duly appreciate the value of banks, when 
properly conduc’ed, they consider any connection 
between them and Government, except in the ordi- 
nary course of dealing as customers, of the most 
sinister consequences, and inconsistent with the 
purity and independence of both. The trae objects 
of banks should be known, as on their conduct de- 
pends the foture welfare of our whole country; and 
aright understanding of the subject will prevent on- 
founded prejudice on the one side, which may 
refuse to the public the benefits which, properly 
regulated, they can bestow; and, on the other 
hand, ward off these evils which their abuse 
has already spread over our whole country. The 
real ases of banks are, Ist. To afford safe places 
of deposite for money; 24. Expedisious and safe 
means of payments, by checks in liew of count- 
ing; 3d. By requiring a smaller amount of coin to 
conduct exchanges, by dispensing with a part of 
their specie, and substituting their bills, when, by 
judicious management, the credit of the bank is 
preserved unquestioned. The money thus released, 
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is actually employed as capital; and by temporary 
loans, gives renewed and reiterated activity to 
trade. ‘T'ue very fact, that they issue bills exceed- 
ing their money capital; requires that their loans 
should be short, that they may be always ready to 
redeem their circulation as fast, as in the round of 
business, it is brought in. A loan oilice only lends 
its actual capital, and as long as the interest is punc- 
tually paid, requires no change of investment. 4. 
They enable commercial men to extend their deal 
ings beyond their actual capital. Thus if a mer- 
chant has ten thousand dollars capital to invest in 
an enterprise, he can safely borrow thirty thousand 
dollars, and the bank can securely joan it if his 
known character for prudence, warrant, that by 
insurance end other precautions, he will not lose, 
if unsuccessful, more than a fourth of the amount 
embarked in the eoterprise. In a word, money is 
only a machine to circulate property, and paper 
costing little or nothing, it a cheaper machine, but 
it always supposes its redemption in coin unque'- 
tionable. These are the legitimate uses of banks. 
They are not derigned to loan moncy to Govern- 
ment, and when employed for that purpose, it ‘sa 
fraud upon the people, and operates asa forced 
loan, if itis made in bills of the bank. Money 
loaned to Government, represents no property. It 
is expended in gunpowder; and leaves, when once 
used, nothing behind, any more than the powder 
itself, after itis exploded, Bat it swells the circu- 
lation, and thus depreciates its value, and when 
catried to a great extent, lcads to the measure 
adopted in England, a legalized suspension of specie 
payments, and a compulsory tender of bank pro- 
mises, instead of real, actual money. The prevail- 


ing notion, even among merchants, that banks | 


are necessary to facilitate exchanges between the 
States, especially that a United States Bank is so 
necessary, is a fallacy, which is capable of demon- 
stration to those who will forget their prejadices 
and submit themselves to the guidance of reason. 


. First, then—banks never have been used, and are 


not intended to deal in exchange between nation 
and nation. The quantity of exchange depends on 
the amount of property transmitted, generally speak- 
ing, and bills originate with the merchant. If a 
merchant in Charleston transmits a thousand bales 
of cotton to Liverpool, he bas funds to draw upon, 
and the importex who owes for a cargo of English 
goods, seeks that billto remitin payment. IJtisa 
porper duty ef a bank to discount the bil!s coming 
to maturity, where its own capital is located. Thus, 
the Bank of England discounts bills payable in 
London; but a bill payable in Charleston, would 
not be discounted at the Bank of England; neither 
should a bill payable in London, be discounted in 
Charleston. It tends to swell the current of ex- 
change beyond the actual transactions of trade, 
and introduces that species of bil!s termed kites, by 
which two parties at each end of the line, by draw- 
ing and redrawing, use exchange as a species of 
accommodation paper to raise money, not to facili- 
tate exchange of actual products or merchandise. 
All legitimate exchange is calculated upon the basis 
of specie; the-only money of commerce. There is 
no real difference between the several States of this 
Union, and the several countries of the world, who 
deal together. ‘The value of the hills of the Bank 
of Eogiand or France, does not effect exchanges. 
It is not necessary to the trade between France and 
England, the bills of either kingdom should be cur- 
rentin the other. They are notso in fact, and ex- 
changes arenotimpeded. The truth is, bank paper, 
not convertible at will into specie, is no cutrency at 
all, but is worse than a delusion. If every State 
permitted no bank paper not redeemable; if sus- 

ension was death, as it ought to be every where, a 
United States Bank isaltogether useless, But even 
a United States Bank would not make its bills re- 
deemabie, except at the branches where they were 
issued. The former bank, to avoid this, even in 
relation to five dollar bills, drew five dollar drafts 
on its branches, which, of course, became payable 
only where accepted. Tne command of the ex- 
change of the country, gave that bank the oppor- 
tunity ef making bills of exchange the substitute 
for local discount, thus overburdening the ex- 
changes, enhancing the prices, and thus avoiding 
the restriction on the rate of discounts, and causing 
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| the balances of exchange to depend, not on the 
| balance of trade, but the balance of kiting. 
When the revolution of 1837 took place, millions 
of the fictitious exchange was brought to light. It 
is not wanted to lean its promises to Government, 
for when Government is under the necessity of 
borrowing, which ought never to be, except under 
temporary emergencies, its own security, by being 
taken as an investment, would not derange the 
currency, and is the legitimate security for public: 
loans. The privilege of having the notesof a 
United States Bank, whenever redeemable, receiva- 
ble for duties, would at once enable it to cripple 
the State Banks: they, in turn, must insist on the 
payment of the four hundred millions due them by 
the people, and in less than two years, the bitter 
fruits of Whig experiments would be tasted. So 
far from making money plenty, it would reduce the 
circulation§ of the State banks, and reduce property 
to its value under the hammer. The unfounded 
allegation that Gen. Harrison’s election would 
raise the value of property, is already in part ex- 
posed. He is elected, and yet money remains the 
same; property the same. The more cunning part 
of his advocates, are hoarding their means to buy at 
a sacrifice, the estates of the dupes who united with 
them in clamoring for change. The mild and gra- 
dual effect of the separation of the Government 
from banking, the gradual retura to the collection 
of the revenue in money, and the Independent 
Treasury, were efficacious remedies for a dedun- 
dantcirculation. The hope that any change of Ad- 
ministration could save one whose obligation, pay- 
able by the laws and Constitution, in specie, is out- 
standing, for property brought at prices swollen by 
speculations and a depreciated circulation, from the 
consequent loss, was too fallacious for an honest 
Democratic Administration to hold out; and the 
proposal to cripple all the State banks by placing a 
regulator, with chartered privileges, to compel them 
to call in four hundred millions of debts, is the 
most cruel mockery; and the curses of a ruined 
country, deep and loud, too, will fall upon its au- 
thors. The Independent Treasury, and a well ad- 
vised general bankrupt law, applicable to all dea!- 
ers, was the true means ef relief. Now, the 
wealthy capitalists alone, have any prospect of pro- 
fiting by this reiterated experiment of a Federal 
rule, which has always ended in disappointment to 
the people. Not only isa United States Bank un- 
necessary, but the idea of its money being in fact 
any betier than the money of specie paying banks 
of the States, where its branches are situated, is 
chimerical, except for the unjust monopoly cf being 
| receivable in payment of duties, although not re- 
deemable in specie where so paid; a monopoly, the 
fruits of which are reaped by foreign stockhelders. 
Such an institution is evidently unconstitutional, 
and the existence of such a bank is only a proof 
| how pressirg emergencies form an excuse fora de- 
parture from principle, and how readily good men 
| slide into the foul heresy in morals, that “ihe end 
| justifies the means.” 

The constitutional objection to a bank, chartered 
| by the United States, has never been fairly met; 
and as human reason is just as clear now as ever it 
| was, the time has arrived when the people will again 
| resort to first principles, and test the point by sound 
| and connected argument. Let us trace the history 
of this institution from its first embryo. In 1780, 
during the Revolutionary war, the Bank of North 
| America was chartered by the continental Congress, 
The inducement was, that the bank was to furnish 


| the army 3,000,000 rations, and 300 hhds. rum, 


_ and receive in payment bills of exchange on our 


| Ministerin Europe. The subscription or capital 
| Was to be in gold and silver. Even then so jealous 
| were the statesmen of that day, that they required 


| “every evening except Sundays, a statement of the 
cash account, and of notes issued and received, to 
_ be delivered to the superintendent of the finances of 
America.” The exigences of the country were 
_ the excuse, and the States were requested to carry 

into effect its provisions by State laws. Thus, a 
United States Bank was known prior to the Consti- 
_ tution, and was the subject of the debate in the con- 
vention. This bank took a charter from Pennsyl- 
vania afterwards. The question generally of giving 
to Congress power to grant acts of incorporation, 





and also to incvrporate a bank, Mr. Madison says 
was fully considered, and the power refused; and 
now the question arises, has Congress that power? 
As to the array of great names in favor of the posi- 
tion, it is enough to cay, the present generation are 
endo wed with the same intellectual powers as their 
predecessors, and with the same facts before them, 
can arrive at as wise a conclusion; and the pressure 
of State necessity being removed, they have a 
better prospect of arriving at the conclusions of 
unbiassed reason. The United States, and its Gon. 
gress, possess no inherent power or original exist- 
ence, as a body politic, but is supposed solely of 
such sovereign powers as the States have by the 
Constitution granted. It results that the omission 
to grant isa prohibition to the exercise of any of 
the powers appertaining to a Government. The 
people of the several States, as independent and 
sovereign powers, possessed all the attributes of na- 
tions, ard so much and no more of those attributes 
as are in terms surrendered to it, by the instrument 
which created the United States Government, ap- 
pertains to it, 

It is admitted that the United States is a Go- 
vernment capable of sustaining its existence; and 
not a mere league; but the limits of its authority 
are delineated in the Constitution, without which it 
has no existence, and beyond which it can exercise 
no legitimate authority. Let us then look into this 
instrument fo: the authority to create a body cor- 
porate, and grant to it the monopoly ot having its 
promises to pay incoin received in every quarter of 
the Union for the duties and dues of the United 
States, and the use of its revenues to be loaned 
out on the promissory notes of individual's, and to 
receive the interest, for the equivalent of paying the 
deposites where required. Power was refused 
when asked in direct terms, and let us apply the 
celebrated rule, “to ask the law-giver what he 
meant,” and it is clear that he did not intend that 
to be implied which he had expressly refused. 
But independent of this refusal, the terms of the 
Constitution cannot be construed to imply such a 
power. It has been inferred from the power “to 
lay and collect taxes for the general welfare.” To 
incorporate a bank, lays no tax for any purpose. 
Alexander Hamilton, the great originator of such 
a bank, told the honest truth as to what it was in- 
tended to be: “It is to be considered that such a 
bank is nota mere matter of private property, but 
a political machine of the greatest importance to 
the State.” Congress has no power to raise 
money to invest in a bank, any more than in 
a whaling voyage, or any other money 
making business. The term “general welfare” 
is used to designate the object of raising taxes. If 
every thing that will bring money into the public 
purse, is authorized under the power to raise 
taxes, then chariers to fishing companies, far com- 
panies, and companies for all purposes of trade 
and manufacture, by requiring a bonus, would 
bring money into the public purse. Yet no such 
charters were ever applied for. To exact a bonus 
for a charter is nota tax, but the price of a Govern- 
ment grant of a monopoly; and a monopoly is so 
much taken from the mass of the people, to be con- 
ferred on a privileged class. The right does not re- 
sult from the power “to borrow money.” A bank 
charter Lorrows no money. It is a fearful siretch 
of construction to imply it is a “necessary and 
proper” way to borrow money, to call into exist- 
ence a corporation to lend it—not to lend its mo- 
ney, but its promissory notes. The power is to 
borrow money. Now, by the Constitution, Con- 
gress may “coin money, and regulate the value 
thereof, and of foreign coin,” No other money was 
then known. Paper bills of credit, were never 
known as money, but a substitute for it. Whe 
ever heard of engraving money? Neither is it 
“necessary and proper,” or either, to create a cor- 
poration, to aid in laying and collecting taxes, or 
to create a lender, that Congress may borrow. It 
would apply as well to trust companies, loan 
and whaling companies. These might be taxed, or 
they might lend their notes, or even their money; 
but are they both “necessary and proper?” The 
people may be taxed, and money may be borrowed 
of individuals. The States have the right to pro- 
hibit the circulation as money of any thing but 
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gold and silver; and yet if Congress have the 
power to incorporate a Bank, they must protect its 
jssues, punish the forgery of them, and thus usurp 
aclear State right, by implication. Every impli- 
cation of a grant is confined to such zs are direct 
and both necessary and proper, in the usual and na- 
tural acceptation of the terms, else it leads to un- 
limited power. Every means become in ity term 
anend, and thus justifies the use of means still 
more remote, until absolute power 1s attained; and 
this is pure Federal doctrine. Thus, theUnited States 
may borrow money. To borrow money, it is ne- 
cessary and proper, that there should be an accu- 
mulation of capital. To accumulate capital we 
must have a bank, with power to engrave bank 
notes. There can be no bank of limited responsi- 
bility without a charter, and prudent men will not 
unite in a general responsibility ; and therefore, 
Congress, having the power to borrow money, has, 
by necessary implication, the power to incorporate 
stockholders with limited responsibility. Thus, the 
charter is the means of creating the bank. The 
bank is the means of cellecting the capital, and 
multiplying it thence to ten fold, and this is the 
means of enabling the bank to lend, and the United 
States “to borrow money.” There is no power 
which the most unprincipled ambition might covet, 
which could not be attained by the same course of 
reasoning. Apply itto the power to lay taxes; a 
corporation may be taxed, but to tax we must cre- 
ate it; therefore, under the power to lay taxes, Con- 
gress may create a manufacturing company, and 
impose a tax or bonus. Impressment into the navy, 
and a conscription for the army, are legalized in 
the same way. Tois is Federalism, now in the 
ascendant. Strict construction is the polar star 
of Democracy, destinel again to emerge from its 
eclipse. 

A corporation is a new creation: it is a person 
not before existing, and its creation is an act of 
sovereign power, not delegated. Had it been either 
necessary or proper, it would have been as expressly 
granted as it was positively refused. An idea once 
prevailed that the prohibition, to the States, to emit 
bills of credit, by implication, conferred that power 
on Congress, and so it might create a bank to emit 
paper money. If so, all bills of State banks are 
unconstitutional. But, in the first place, a char- 
tered bank is not Congress, and delegated power 
cannot be sub-delegated. But the whole error is 
founded upon a misapprehension of what “bills of 
credit” are. They are promises based on the cre- 
dit of a State, and not notes based on a bank capi- 
tal. This has been decided and admitted. The ar- 
gumeat chiefly relied upon, by the advocates of a 
national bank, is that of the late Chief Justice Mar- 
shall, venerable for his wisdom and experience; but 
that gift of God which is bestowed upon mankind 
in every age—the power of reason—is still more 
venerable. An individual may be influenced by 
motives, or deluded by the pressure of circum- 
stances; but right reason, when unclouded by pre- 
judice, is more to be relied on than the authority of 
any human being. Great and good men have 
maintained some monstrous doctrines. Judge Mar- 
shall’s argument is all condensed in these words: 
“The Government, which has a right to do an act, 
and has imposed on it the duty of performing that 
act, must, according to the dictates of reason, be 
allowed to select its means,” and any exception 
mustbe proved. This doctrine leads to the inevi- 
table conclusion that Congress issupreme. It must 
Taise an army; conscription is a means; there 
you must show that it is prohibited. It can borrow 
money; therefore it can incorporate companies, and 
grant monopolies, within the States, to obtain a bo- 
nus. It at once breaks down every barrier of the 
Constitution, and makes the United States a consc- 
lidated nation; for of course the States cannot gain- 
say what the United S.ates select as a means. Had 
such adoctiine been uttered by the dying breath 
of Washington, it would be our duty to challenge 
it, as treason, to the sovereignty of the States. 


Your committee conclude that the encompro- 
mising hostility of the Democrati¢ Administration 
to a Nationa! Bank deserves our most cordial ap- 
probation; and that the adoption of that measure, 
as aleadipg and fundamental principle of the new 
Administration, stamps it indelibly, as in its very 


essence, the legitimate exponent of Federalism, 
and calculated to inflict upon the ccuntry lasting 
misery and ruin. 

Your committee consider the Independent Trea- 
sury as strictly in accordance with the Constita- 
tion, and weil calculated to place the commerce, 
manufactures, and agriculture of the country upon 
a permanent and presperous basis. By withdraw- 
ing from all connection with trade, it leaves the 
banking interests to be regulated by the States. 
By collecting the revenue in the coin of the coun- 
try, it neither opposes or fosters these institutions, 
but leaves them to be estimated by those who deal 
with them. If their notes are equal to specie, 
those who possess them have no difficulty in con- 
verting (hem into money when required for duties. 
If they are not so convertible, then they are not 
equal to money, and the United States ought not to 
receive doubtful paper in payment of debis due to 
the public. There would have been no outcry 
against the collection of the revenue in money, but 
from the consciousness that the bills of specie 
peying banks are nctas good asspecie. A specie 
paying bank to-day, may be a suspended bank to 
morrow. Returns and exhibits have proved no 
cscurity. A bavk which is guilty of a fraudulent 
issue of paper, beyond its ability to redeem it, will 
hesitate little to cover that fraud by false state- 
ments. When we see the largest bank in the Union, 
and once graced with a United States charter, cir- 
culating the biils cf an extinct institution, based on 
no Capital, what contidence can be placed in the 
mere integrity of banks, or the fidelity of their 
statements? It then resulis, that either in the 
United States must guaranty the continuance of the 
solvency of the banks, or th? persons who pay the du- 
ties must ascertain it by the actual exchange of the 
bills for money; a proceeding which can cause no 
difficulty, except where the banks are really not de- 
serving of credit. 

The right to lend money collected as duties or 
taxes, and thus convert it into notes under any 
guarantee, is in conflict with the letter and spirit of 
the Constitution. 


The next general feature of the administration of 
the present Chief Magistrate, deserving the cordial 
approbation of every slaveholding State, was the 
determined policy early avowed, to withhold his 
sanction to any measure impairing the reserved 
rights of the South, in relation to her slave popula- 
tion. While we feel an abiding confidence in the 
readiness and ability of our S'ate to protect its 
rights by those means which God and Nature have 
accorded to us, and never doubted the noble spirit 
and elevated patriotism of our citizens, to meet any 
emergency, and repel any aggression, and are re- 
solved not to discuss rights which we permit no 
one to question, we must cordia'ly approve that 
faithful and just adherence to the Constitution, 
which will save our citizens of other States from 
endangering the Union by their folly and fanati- 
cism, and involving themselves in a conflict that 
will not be abandoned as long as Carolina has one 
faithful citizen left to die in defence of her integrity 
as a State, her interest, or her honor. 


Your committee unite with the Executive in 
amazement at that delusion which couid induce 
any Southern Siate to abandon an Administration 
which adhered most faithfully to the doctrines 
which they have struggled to maintain since 1800, 
and hazard theiz interest by coalescing witha party 
to which is allied the Federalists and Abolitionists; 
the advocates of a National Bank, and the perse- 
vering solicitors of a tariff of proteciion; and while 
we rejoice to find ourselves associated on the one 
side with Virginia, the very nursery of Demccracy 
and State rights, and on the other, by our own off- 
spring, the enlightened people of Alabama, we feel 
no unkindness towards our immediate neighbors, 
and are confident, relying on their general good 
sense and right feelings, that the moment the de- 
velopment of the true character of the combined 
and allied opponents of Democracy is exposed, they 
will promptly and cheerfully unite once more with 
us in sustaining a common cause, with a sincerity 
and zeal worthy of their elevated character, and 
their devotion to the rights and interests of the 
South. And your committee concur with his Ex- 
cellency in the belief that the people of every sec- 


tion of the Union, firm in their princ'ples, and re- 
solved in their purposes, will once mere rally in 
the great cause of Democracy, and reinstate in of- 
fice its original and unwavering disciples. 

That the late election for Presideat of the United 
Siates was corropt and indecent—wholly unwor- 
thy ofa sober and discreet public, and calculated to 
degrade our country in the eyes of the world, obser- 
vation and rumor, too well founded, it is believed, 
induces us to lament. ‘I'he resort to silly pagean- 
tries, ridiculous emb'ems, and vulgar dissipation, 
was an insult upon the dignity of freemen, and 
could only proceed from an utter contempt of their 
intelligence, and a readiness to degrade them to the 
level of the servile populace of transatlantic mo- 
parchies. That funds tou a vast amount were la- 
vished, was palpable; and when it is recollected 
that the prize to be gained by opposition, was the 
oontrol of the revenues of the Union, ihe resuscita- 
tion of an expiring moneyed institution, whose 
stock is so largely owned abroad, and, above all, 
the delusive hope that there was a magic in change 
that would relieve men from the losses of improvi- 
dence or misfortune, there is great reason to con- 
clude that the elective franchise was polluted by 
most extensive bribery and corruption. 

There was a feature tco, in the late election, still 
more odicus. Men high in station, and surrounded 
by the respect of the public, going abcut the coun- 
try, inflaming the passions, alarming the fears, and 
misleading the judgment of the people, was a spec- 
tacle degrading to the whole country, degrading to 
us as a moraland h'gh minded people, and can only 
be ascribed to that peculiarity in the humen cha- 
racter, which leads men, banded together for a 
common purpose, to do what, as individuals, they 
would revolt at and repudiate. When men of cha- 
racter would assert, in the face of day, that the distri- 
bution of the publictreasure, taised by the Represent- 
atives of the people and paid away by appropria- 
tions made by law, was usurping “the power of the 
purse,” which every one knows 1: the power to 
raise money without the consent of the people; and, 
still more absurd, that they should represent miliua 
men, called out to drill, ten days in the year, as a 
standing army, we are amazed at the self-compla- 
cency that did not blush at the deception. No; the 
unpardonable sin of the present Administration 
was, its repudiating a chartered monopoly, to re- 
ceive and loan the public treasure, and retaining it 
in the Treasury of the United States—its gradual 
return to a sound constitutional eurrency—and its 
resolution, not to entangle Government with any 
money dealers or stock-jobbers—but to leave to the 
States to regulate their banking institutions as they 
deem best; and upon the wisdom and policy of this 
great measure, South Carolina concurs with it, and 
is ready to renew the expression of its sanction and 
approval. 

This State his only to repeat her objections to a 
tariff for a protection, and when the tariff compro- 
mi<e ends, she expects a fair aijustment of a new 
tariff for revenue, in name and in fact. The re- 
salt of the election of President has not shaken the 
faith of South Carolina, in her long cherished prin- 
ciples, and your committee recommend the adop- 
tion of these resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Legisla- 
ture, a bank, chartered by the United States, and 
whose notes are made receivable in payment of the 
public due=, is contrary to the spirit and intent of 
the Constitution; is not warranted by any express 
grant of power to Congress; and is unnecessary 
and impolitic. 

2. Resolved, That the collection of the revenue 
of the United States in gold and silver coin, is 
strictly constitutional, and well calculated to pre- 
serve a sound circulating medium; and the keeping 
the public funds in the Treasury of the United 
Siates, instead of entrusting them to the custody 
of any incorporated company, is in conformity to 
the provisions of the Constitution, and is politic 
and safe. 


3. Resolved, That the power given to Congress, 
to Jay and collect taxes, duties, and imposts, does 
not authorize Congress to collect money, except for 
revenue, and that a tariff to protect the industry 


of one portion of the community, at the ex 
of another, is a violation of the spirit and ict. 
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ter of the Constitution of the United States; and 
when such a case occurs, the several States 
will decide for themselves"the mode and measure of 
redress. 

4. Resolved, That the general principles and po- 
licy of the administration of Martin Van Buren, 
are approved by this Legislature, and are well 
calculated to preserve the perpetuity of the Union, 
by an equal and just protection of the rights 
of every section; thus avoiding the necessity of 
any State resorting to her own means of self-de- 
fence, to secure unimpaired her institutions and her 
rights. 

5. Resolved, That this State has seen, with great 
satisfaction, the steady and consistent adherence 
of her Seaator, John C. Calhoun, to the well 
known, avowed, and mature principles of the 
State, and they accor to him their deliberate and 
strong approval, for vindicating aad upho'ding the 





settled and well known doctrines of the State from || 


which he holds his high commission. 
6 Resolred, That the people of this State have 
cause to congratulate themselves, that the party 


feuds which lately weakened the vigor of its coun- | 


sels, have happily ceased, and that South Carelina 


now presents to the enemies of her policy and peace, | 


an undivided front; and is prepared, as she is re- 
solved, to repel, by all proper means, every aggres- 
sion upon her rights as a sovereiga republic, the 
instant that aggression is attempted. 

7. Resolved, That the Governor be requested 
to transmit copies of the foregoing Report and 
Resolutions, to our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress, with instructions to susmit them to 
that body. 

Resolved, That the House do agree to the report. 
Ordered, that it be sent to the Senate for concur- 
rence. 


By order: T. W. GLOWER, C. H. R. 


In tue Senate, December 18, 1240. 
Resolved, ‘Tnat the Senate do agree to the report. 
Ordered, that it be returned the Hcuse of Represen- 


tives. 
By order: WM. E. MARTIN, C. 8. 
Oa motion by Mr. PRESTON, the resolutions 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of the 


Chamber of Commerce of New Orleans, praying | 


the passage of a general bankrupt law. 

Mr. C. said that while he took pleasure in pre- 
senting this memorial, his own opinions on the 
subject were unchanged He believed that the 
passage of a voluntary bankrupt law by the Fede- 
ral Government, would be unconstitutiona!; and 
the passage of a law with the involuntary princi- 
ple. impolitic and inexpedient at the present time. 

The memorial was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the memoria! 
of the Legis!ature of Alabama, in favor of a law 
for compensation for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which was referred to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a preamble 
and resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky. 
The resolutions were as follows: 

1. Be it resolved, That the General Assembly of 
the State of Kentucky deem a Bank of the United 
States, so constituted and organized as to secure to 
the nation the maintenance of a sound, wholesome, 
and convenient currency, indispensable to the pros- 


perity of the country; and that the nation cannot | 


dispense with such a Bank, without a certain pros- 
pect of private and public distress. 


2. Be it further resolved, That the public lands of | 


the United Siates are not, of right, the property of 
the pariicular States in which they lie, nor that of 
the people of such States; and therefore the Cor- 
gress of the United Siates ought not ts cede sech 
lands to such States, or any of them, or to ap- 
propriate such lands for any purpose whatever, 
but in behalf and for the benefit of the people of all 
the States. 

3. Resolved, further, Tha', in the opinion of this 
General Assembly, public policy requires, and the 
interests of the people will be greatly promoted, by 
a just and eqaitable distribution of the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands to the States respec- 
tively, according to Federal population. 
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4. Resolved, That copies of the foregoing resolu- 4 land office at Mardisville to a convenient location 


tions be forwarded by the Governor to each of our 


in the Cherokee purchase; which, as the subject 


Senaters and R presestatives in the Congress of || has beea passed upon by this body, was laid upon 


the United States, with a request that they will lay 
the same befure each branch of the National Le- 
gislature. 

Mr. CLAY said these resolutions were passed in 
one House by a unanimous vote, and in the other 
with but four dissentients, and expressed, he be- 
lieved, the sentiments of nine-tenths of the people 
of the State. 


On Mr. C’s motion, the resolutions were laid on || 


the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. CLAY also presented the memorial of the 


Chamber of Commerce, remonstrating against the | 


passage of any bankrupt law that acted retrospec- 
tively, (which, in Mr. C’s opinion, was’ the princi- 
pal merit of a bankrupt Jaw;) which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of 
Lewis Brown and other merchants of Philadelphia, 
praying the reimbursement of a portion of the du- 
lies paid by them on certain articles of hosiery; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citiz'ns of Nantucket, for indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of Benja- 
min Brain, praying compensation for Revolutiona- 
ry services; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of citi- | 


zens of Baltimore, praaying the passage of an ar- 
propriation for the erection of a fort on Soller’s 
Point Fiat:; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the petition and 


papers of William Whitehead, now on file, were | 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of mer- 


| chants and others remonstrating against the passage 


of any bankrupt Jaw at the present session; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of citizens 
of New York, asking, if Congrees deem it 
expedient to pass a bankrupt law, toat banks and 
trading corporations may be included in its provi- 
sions; which was crdered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of mechanics 


| and laborers of New York, asking, if Congress pass 
| a bankrupt law, that laborers and methanics may 
| be entitled to the benefit of its provisions; which 


was ordered to be printed. 

» Tdr. W. also presented the memorial of the 
Temperance Seciety of New York, praying that 
the spirit portion of the navy ration may be abo- 
lished; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Absalom 
Link, praying confirmation of his title to a tract of 
land. 

Mr NORVELL presented the memorial of cili- 
zens of the State of Michigan, praying the passage 
of a general baukrupt law; which was Jaid on the 
table. 

Mr. BENTON presented a letter from the Se- 
cretary of War, enclosing a communication from 
the Chief Engineer, on the creation of a company 
of sappers and miners; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. B. submitted the following resolation; which, 
with accompabying papers, was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs: 

Resolved, Thai the Commitiee on Military Af- 
fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
taking measures to settle and quiet the tile of 
claimants to the Pea Patch island io the Delaware 
river. 

Mr. WALL presented the memorial of the Ma- 
rine Insurance Company of the city of New York, 
remonstraling against a repral of the pilot law of 
1837; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the memorial of citizens 
of Ohio, praying the passage of a general bank- 
rupt law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. KING presented joint resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Alabama, praying the removal of the 
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the table. 

Mr. K. also presented resolutions of the same 
body, asking the passage of a law to authorize the 
adjustment of the claims of Alabama for money 
actually advanced by that State to aid in the prose. 
culion of the Creek war, which, as a bill had been 
already reported, was laid on the table. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com. 
merce, reported a bill fot the relief of the owners 
and crew of the schooner Twin; which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. F 

On motion by Mr. KING, the bill authorizing 
ihe settlement and payment of certain claims of 
the State of Alabama was taken up and considered 
as in committee of the whole, and after explana- 
tion by Mr. K. it was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW, 

The bill to establish 4 perttianent prospective pre. 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, was taken up, and having 
been read through, the question being on the motion 
of Mr. CritrenpEN to recommit the bill, witb in- 
stractions to report a bill for the distribution of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands among the 
States, 

Mr. ALLEN addressed the Senate 
length in favor of the original bill. 

Mr. MANGUM then obtained the foor, but 
yielded it to 

Mr. WALL, upon whose motion the Senate went 
into Executive session, 

And afterwards adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, January 25, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. CUSHING presented a memorial from 
C. T. James, of Newburyport, Massachusetts, upon 
the subject of steamboat explosions: which was refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. J. W. JONES then moved that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, and 
proceed to the special order. 

Mr. BLACK inquired when the appeal which 
he had taken from the decision of the Chair, in re- 
ference to an Abolition petition, would be in order? 

The CHAIR replied that it would be in order on 
the first petition day, unless some special order 
should interfere. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
following communications, viz: 

1. From the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report, with accompanying papers, 
from the Secretary of Siate, in answer to the reso- 
lution of the Heuse of the 16th of December, 
calling for copies of all documents showing the 
origin of any political relations between the United 
States and the empire of China: referred to the 
Commitice on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. : 

2. From the Secretary of War, transmitting, in 
obedience to the act of April 21, 1808, and March 
3, 1809, statemen‘s of all contracts which were 
made by that Department during the year 1840: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

3. From the Postmaster General, in compliance 
with the provisions of the act of 2d July, 1836, trans- 
mitting, 1. A statement of all such land and water 
mails as have been establi-hed or ordered within the 
year preceding the Ist of July, 1840, other than 
those let to contract under the advertisment of the 
year; 2. A report of all contrac's made for the 
transportation of the mail within the year aforesaid; 
3. A report of additional allowances made to mail 
contractors within said year; and 4. A report of 
all curtailments of mai! service and pay ordered 
within the same time: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 4 

4. From the Secretary of War, in compliance 
with the act of May 1, 1820, transmitting a state- 
ment of thesecond Compwroller, of the appropria- 
tions and expenditures for 1840, and balances re- 
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maining in the Treasury on the 31st of December 
of that year: laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 


5. A letter from the Secreiary of the Navy, | 


transmitliog a statement of the contracts made by 

the Commissioners of the Navy during the year 
1840: laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
rinted. 

6. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with the resolution of the 
House of the 19th inst. a report of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, accompanied by 
a statement exhibiting the amount paid isto the 
Treasury anoually on account of public lands, 
from the opening of the land offices to the end of 
ihe third quarter of the year 1840, at each Jand 
office; the aggregate received at each office, and the 
aggregate at all the offices, and by the Treasurer of 
the United States, for the whole period; also, a 
statement of acres of public land entered by pre- 
emption, at each of the land offices, from the first 
of July, 1820, to the date of the latest returns for 
the year 1840, discrimina'ing between those under 
acts ef 1838 and 1840, and those urder prior acts: 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

7. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the House of the 9th instan’, in relation to 
the discontinuance of certain land districts under 
the act of 12th June, 1840: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

8. From the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
statement of the names of the clerks employed in 
the Department of War in the year 1840, the time 
each clerk was employed, and the sum paid to each: 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

9. From the President of the United States, as 
follows: 


I transmit herew:th to the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States a report from the Director 
of the Mint, exhibiting the operations of that in- 
stitution during the year 1840, and I have to invite 
the special attention of Congress to that part of 
the Director’s report in relation to the over-valua- 
tion given to the gold in foreing coins by the act of 
Congress of June 28, 1834, regulating the value of 
of certain foreign gold coin within the United States. 


Applications have been frecuently made at the 
Mint, for copies of medals voted at different times 
by Congress to the officers who distinguished them- 
selves in the war of the Revolution and in the last 
war, the dies for which are deposited in the Min!; 
and it is submitted to Congress whether authority 
shall be given to the Mint to strike off copies of 
those medals in bronze or other metal, to supply 
those persons making applications for them ata 
cost not to exceed the actual expense of striking 
them off. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasnineton, 22d Jan. 1841. 

On metion of Mr. BRIGGS, that part of the 
message which relates to the Mint was referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means; and that 
which relates to medals, to the Committee on the 
Library. 

SENATE BILLS. 

The following bills from the Senate were read a 
first and second time, and appropriately referred, 
viz: 

An act to extend the charter of the Bank of Al- 
exandria, in the city of Alexandria; 

An act for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh, and 
Company; 

Anact authorizing the Presideat of the United 
States to cause certain surveys of the lakes and 
lake coasts to be made; 

Ao act for the relief of the heirs of Francis 
Newman; 

An act for the relief of George Sarpey, or his 
legal representatives; 

An act respecting the heirs of Agnes Dundas; 

An act to relinquish to the State of Mississippi 
the two per cent. fund accruing by the act fer the 
admission of said State into the Union; 

An act to make certain appropriations for the 
Patent Office; 


An act to abolish the port of delivery and the of- | 
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fice of the surveyor of the customs at Currituck In- 
1 t, in North Carolina; 

An act regulating commercial intercourse with 
the port of Cayenne, in the colony in French Guia- 
na, and to remit certain duties; 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to refund the duties collected on the French ship 
Alexandre; 

An actto authorize the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to make an arrangement or compromise with 
any of the sureties on bonds given to the Uni'ed 
States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the 
customs for the port of New York; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Samuel 
Mackay; 

An act relating tv the judicial courts in the dis- 
trict of New Hampshire. 

The amendment of the Senate to House bill 
making provision for the lunatics confined in the 
jails in the District of Columbia, was concurred ia 
by the House. The amendment is as follows: 
“Provided said expenses shall not exceed’, in the 
whole, $3,000 per annum.” 

Mr. MARVIN cb:ained leave to present sundry 
petitions, (praying for a bankrupt law,) in behalt 
of his colleague, (Mr. Ciark,)who was confined to 
his room by indisposition. 

The resolution offered by Mr. EVERETT on 
Friday coming up for consideration, Mr. E. said he 
would not press it, as it conld now answer no use- 
ful purpose. 

Mr. POPE asked leave to lay upon the table cer- 
tain resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky. 

Mr. CARR said he had tke resolutions of the 
Legislature of Indiana on the subject of amending 
the Constitution of the United States, so as to re- 
strict the eligibility uf the President of the United 
States to a single term. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama moved that the 
rules be suspended one hour, for the purpose of pre- 
senting petitions and memorials which would not 
give rise to debate. 

Mr. J. W. JONES again moved that the House 
go into Committee of the Whole; when 

Mr. BANKS asked Mr. Jones to give way to 
enable him to submit a resolution; which, he said, 
would not occupy one moment. But 

Mr. JONES persisting in his motion, 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and resumed 
the consideration of the bill authorizing the issue of 

TREASURY NOTES. 

Mr. DUNCAN being entitled to the floor, an- 
nounced that he should, in the course of the re- 
marks he intended to make, take the liberty of an- 
swering various charges which gentlemen of the 
Opposition had thought proper to make against the 
Administration. Whether these charges h:d been 
made in order or not, he would not then undertake 
to decide; but as they had been made, whether in 
order or not, he considered it his right, nay, his 
imperative duty, to reply. 

Mr. D. then proceeded to say that the whole his- 
tory of nations and Governments satisfied hira that 
never, since the establishment of civil insti- 
tutions, had there existed a Government without 
two parties, one desirous for it to possess more 
power, and the other less. He then explained the 
nature of Monarchical, Aristocratical, and Repub- 
lican forms of Government, the latter of which 
was the form under which we lived, and by which 
the people had the right to make, adjudicate and 
execute their law-, either by themselves or by their 
Representatives. 

In this Republican form of Government the peo- 
ple had a privilege, which was recognised by the 
Constitution, and which could not be wrested from 
them. That privilege was the right of instructing 
their Representatives to carry out their will. There- 
fore he contended when any Representative was 
elected, or officer of whatever character or descrip- 
tion, if he was elected upon any question, or test, 
or measure, or principle, such officer or Repvesent- 
ative was bound to carry out such question or mea- 
sure on which he had been elected. Such was the 
bounden and sacred duty to the people who elected 
him. He was bound, by every principle of govern- 





ment and constitutional law, to support that mea- 
sure for which he had becn elecied. And when- 
ever any officer, whether the President or the ham- 
b'est individual, had been thuselected, and failed to 
perform, this duty, it was a gross bieach of faith to 
the people. 

After some further remarks on this head, Mr. D. 
said his object was to lead to the inquiry whetker, 
at the recent election, any special instruction had 
been given by the people through the ballot boxes, 
whether in relation to this or the coming Adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. D. then proceeded to notice the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the estimates fur- 
nished by that officer for the present year. 

After reading the numerous items, Mr. D. said 
it would appear from the report of the Secretary 
that the estimated balance in the ‘Treasury atthe 
end of the present year, afler ma\ing every pay- 
ment, would be $824,273. 

Bat the question had been asked, that as there 
was to be this balance in the Treasury atthe close 
of the year, what neces-ity was there for the issue 
of these Treasury notes?’ His answer was, that a 
por.ion of the receipts referred to by the Secretary 
of the Treasury would not probably be paid in, 
such, for instance,as the item for the Bank of 
Natchez. But there was another reason, and that 
was the great inequality of receipts, and the in- 
equakty of the expenditures in the course of the 
year. It had been already shown, that, during the 
present quarter, a great amount became due before 
the funds for meeting the demands had been paid 
in. It therefore became necessary tha! a tempota- 
ry provision should be mate to enable the Treasu- 
y to anticipate fora short period its receipts. Bat 
let gentlemen wait until the end of the ycar, when 
the receipis and expenditures should be put toge- 
ther, and they would then see how much reason 
they had for their objections, 


It might also be asked why such an amount of 
Treasury notes had been asked for iu the bill. 
His answer was, that considering the great reval- 
sions of trade,and the fluctuation ot money mat- 
ters, it was better to provide a suilliciency at 
once. 

The Sscretary of the Treasury informed them, 

that during the last year,the Treasury had met every 
demand which had been made upon it. Now some 
gentleman of the Opposition had thought proper 
to deny this, and to assert that the Government 
had been going on tick. He could, however, 
boldly assert thatsuch had not been the case, and 
he felt assured that he conld prore what he said to 
the satisfaction of the House. 
Mr. D. then alluded to the charges made by Mr. 
Barwnagp on this subject, and who bad alleged 
that the work on the public buildings in this ciiy 
had been suspended, and the payment of money 
due to the workmen postponed uatil the first of 
April next. 

In order to be satisfied as tothe troth of this 
charge, Mr. D. said he had addressed a It er to the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the subject, and a 
bill was read at the Clerk's table. The answer of 
the S:cretary was also read, and stated in sub- 
stanee, that all the work done on the public build- 
ings of this city, during the last year, to the best 
of his knowledge, had been paid for as soon as 
done. But the appropriaticn having been exhaust- 
ed,as a matter of necessity during the present 
month, he believed the Committee on Public Build- 
ing had received an application from some Jabor- 
ers to be permitted to go on with their work at 
their own risk, until a farther appropriotion should 
be made. The Boardcf Commissioners bad not 
interfered in the caze, and nei her they nor the De- 
partment had proposed any reduction of wages. 

Thus, said Mr. D. the appropriation haviug ran 
out, the laborers themselves, at their own risk, 
during the present month, have made the applica- 
tion to be permitted to ge on with the work. So 
much for the Government going on fick. 

Mr. D. then gave a similar satisfactory explana- 
tion in reply to the objection raised in reiation te 
the works at Old Point, both by Mr. Barnarp and 
Mr. Wise. Afier having read, at the Clerk’s 
desk, a letter from the War Office on the subject 
and which placed the matter in its proper light, 
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Mr. D. said it was thus he disposed of the obj-c- 
tion of the gentleman from New York, who unfor- 
tanately had gone off half cocked. The gentleman 
from Virginia had also done the same, although,in 
a general way, he took fire before he went off. 

Mr. D. then proceeded to reply to other objec- 
tions raised by Mr. Barnarp in relation to the great 
amount alleged to be owing by the Government. 
He (Mr. D.) denied the correctness of the conclu- 
sions to which that and other members had come; 
and he desired to know if the Opposition fancied 
the people would be so foolish as to take their bare 
words, without facts or figures, against the facts and 
figures of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

If there had been any expression at the ballot 
box against this mode of raising money by Trea- 
sary notes, he (Mr. D.) would acknowledge that it 
ought not to be done, So with a National Bank, and 
he would be the last man to support eitier against 
the will of the people. But he denied there had 
been any any such expression avainst the measure 
contemplated by the bil', and that being the case, 
he considered it the duty of the Democratic party 
to carry out the principles by which they had so 
long been bound. 

Mr. D. then proceeded to make some remarks as 
to the principle: of the coming Administration, and 
the sacred duty of all officers, whether high or low, 
to act faithfully to the people who elected them. 

In the course of his speech, Mr. D. alluded to 
the conduct of General Harison and the course 
pursued by him at aeertain meeting in Ohio. At 
that public meeting, said Mr. D. you find General 
Harrison telling the assembled thousands that he 
was opposed toa National Bank, on the ground 
that Congress has not constitutional power to incor- 
porate it. But in the very same speech, and before 
the same assembled thousands, he tells them that if 
Congress should think proper to pass such a bill he 
would not veto it. 

Now said Mr. D. Icok at this. Here on the 
4th of March next, General Harrison will be sworn 
into office. He will lift up his hand and swear be- 
fore God that he will faithfully support the Con- 
stitution. Yes, his lips will press the Holy Evange- 
lists, and he will solemnly declare that the Consti- 
tation shall be preserved inviolate. And yet, ac- 
cording to his own words, should Congress see pro- 
per to passa bill, which he believes to be uncon- 
stitutional, he will not veto it. 

Mr. BOND here rose and de-ived to know what 
speech his colleague alluded. 

Mr. DUNCAN was understood to say that he 
believed it was the speech at Cleveland. 

Mr. BOND said he would undertake to say, that 
upon the Sub-Tieasury bill, General Harrison had 
declared before the assembled multitude, that so 
far as he cou'd he would have that measure re- 
pealed, because he was utterly opposed to 1t. 

After some remarks from Mr. DUNCAN in re- 
ply, which were not distinctly heard— 

Mr. BOND stated that he would undertake to 
say that General Harrison had notsaid he would 
not exercise the constitutional power of veto. But 
he had attested over and over again that he would 
hesitate before he exercised that power on a mere 
question of expediency. Mr. B. had never heard 
Genera! Harrison sey that he would relinguish the 
voto power upon what he believed to be against the 
Constitution. He (Mr. B.) believed that his col- 
leage was misiaken when he said that Harrison 
had, at any time, failedto give an expression of 
his opinion to any public measure. He was above 
concealment; and if there was any man inthe na- 
tion, whose heart was in his band, it was William 
Heary Harrison. 


Mr. DUNCAN. Yer, bis heart is in beth hands, 
or be has a heart in eaeh hand, or that his heart 
has been in the hands of a Committer, as I will 
presently show. 

Mr. BOND again ass:rted that General Harrison 
had never refused to give his opinion on any pub- 
lic measure. 

Mr. DUNCAN wished to understand from the 
gentieman wheiher he meant to say that Harrison 
had ever answered through the newspaper co- 
lumns. 

Mr. BOND repeated that the General had no 
concealment. 


Mr. DUNCAN. That is no answer to the ques- 
tion. I ask if General Harrison has ever thought 
proper to place his hand te any explanation in the 
newspapers. 


Mr. BOND could not say whether the General 
had ever placed his hand to such explanation or 
not; but whenever he had been called on by letter, 
he had, Mr. B. believed, given an answer. It was 
not to be expected that he would answer every let- 
ter containing the same thing over and over again, 
but he had given an answer in a satisfactory way. 


After some farther coversation, which, owing to 
the disorder which prevailed, could not be reported 
with accuracy—Mr. DUNCAN asked Mr. Bonn 
if he could furnish a single document signed by 
Harrison withm the last year, either in relation to 
a United States Bank, Abolition, the assumption of 
State debts by the General Government, the distri- 
bution of the public lands, or any such important 
questions, and in which he, General Harrison, had 
given a final answer to such questions. Let the 
gentieman say yes or no. 


Mr. BOND said that when he had such serious 
interrogatories propounded to him, he took it for 
granted that it was reasonable he should be allowed 
time to make a response. 


Mr. DUNCAN finally proceeded with his remarks, 
in which he undertook to comment upon the mili- 
tary and other talents of General Farrisen in a se- 
vere manner. 


For this Mr. D. was called to order by membets 
of the Opposition. He replied, that he would con- 
trive tc keep in order, but if he was to be called to 
order for holding up the military glories of Harri- 
son, why were notother members calied to order 
when they called Van Buren a jackass? 

[Tae remarks of Mr. D. will be given herea(ter 
in extenso | 

Without concluding, Mr. D. gave way for a mo- 
tion that the committee rise. 

On the question being taken, no quorum voted; 
and 

The committee rose, and reported that fact to 
the House. 

Mr. BEATTY moved that the House adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were called for; but they 
were not ordered. 

And then the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tourspay, January 26, 1841. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a memorial of 
citizens of Indiana, praying Congress to take mea- 
sures for the recognition of the independence of 
Hayti, and the establishment of commercial re- 
lations with that Republic. 

Mr. S. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Indiana, praying such an amendment to the Cun- 
stitution as to make white freemen the basis of re- 
presentation, 

The question of receiving these memorials, was, 

On motion by SEVIER, /aid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
D. W. Prescott, praying that the duty on certain 
goods destroyed by fire may be refunded; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MERRICK presen‘ed the followiag memo- 
rial signed by a large number of the cilizens of 
Washington: 

To the Honorable the Senate and House ef Represen- 
tatives: 

The undersigned citizens of the United States, in- 
habitants ef the city of Washington, beg leave 
respectfully to protest against the passage, in its 
present shape, of the bill now before the Senate, 
entitled “a bill to amend and continue in force the 
act to incorporate the inhabitants of the City of 
Washington;” Ist. Because it propo.es to give the 
right of suffrage to all persons, with no qualifica- 
tion other than a twelve month’s residence, and 
with no protection against fraudulent voting by pre- 
vious registry, and other snflicient safeguard: 2d. 
Because it propses .to make all persons eligible to 
the Mayoralty and to the Boards of Aldermen and 
Common Council, without any property qualifica- 
tion, or other stake or interest in the city than mere 
residence; thus, in an incoporation of property, 
placing the power of taxation, and the property of 





the fixed and permanent inhabitants of the city, at 
the disposal and mercy of those who have nothing 
themselves, and are ofien mere birds of passage: 
3d. Because it proposes to submit the appoint- 
ment of magistrates, and other police officers, to 
popular election, with no checks on them, no re- 
sponsibility, no power of removal for malconduct 
or delinquency, and no corrective whatever 
of those conservators of the peace and order of 
the city, other than what is farnished by the said 
popular election: And because the said bill does 
hot contain, as it ought, Various powers and provi- 
sions which experience under the existing charter 
has shown to be necessary and proper for the better 
protection of property, ard the better preservation 
of public order. For these reasons, (and for others 
which might be urged, but with which it is not 
necessary to trouble your honorable bodies, as 
these are insuperable and soufficient,) the under- 
signed respectfully pray that the said bill may not 
pass into a law, and that no other may be passed 
which has notthe assent and concurrence of the 
people of Washington, for whose government the 
act is designed, and whose wishes, it is presumed, 
ought therefore to de consulted. 

The memorial was read, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Andrew J. 
Johnson and Samuel M. Love; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Robert Fulton; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the bill supplementa- 
ry to anact entitled ‘‘An act to amend an act for 
the appointment of commissioners to adjust the 


| claims to reservations of land under the treaty of 


1830 with the Choctaw Indians,” was taken up, 
and recommiited to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens of Prince Georges county, Ma- 
ryland, engaged in the planting and cultivation of 
tobacco, praying the adoption of measures by the 
General Government for the purpose of relieving 
their staple from the burdensome duties imposed in 
foreign countries. 

Mr. M. accompanied the presentation of the me- 
morial with some remarks, which were replied to 


_ by Mr. CALHOUN, when, without taking the ques- 


tion on its reference, the Senate passed to the con- 
sideration of the special order—the 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands,who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log-cabin thei eon,was taken up, and having 
been read through, the question being on the mo- 
tion ef Mr. CritTenDen to recommit the bill, with 
instructions to report a bill for the distribution of 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
the Siates. 

Mr. MANGUM addressed the Senate at much 
length in opposition to the bill, and in favor of the 
recommi'ment. 

Mr. BENTON followed, confining his remarks 
principally to the establishment of the fact of 
foreign interference in the recent Presidential elec- 
tion. 

Mr. TALLMADGE replied, and 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, January 26, 1841. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, on leave, from the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, reported a bill to repeal 
so much of the act entititled “An act to alter and 
amend the severai acts imposing daties on im- 
ports,” approved July 14, 1832, as exemp's pins 
of foreign manufactare from the payment of datiss; 
and propeses to subject them, when imported, after 
the first day of April next, to a duty of twenty per 
cent. ad valorem. ” 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole en the 
state of the Union. 
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Mr. POPE asked the consent of the House to 
present the resolutions of the Legislature of Ken- 
tucky, on the subject.of the public lands, etc. 
that they might lie on the table, and be printed. 

Objection being made, 


Mr. POPE moved to suspend the rules for that 


purpose; but the motion was negatived. 
TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Casey in the Chair, and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill aathorizing the 
issue of five millions of 

TREASURY NOTES. 

Mr. DUNCAN being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remark~ from yesterday in favor of the 
bill, and in reply to the numerous charges of the 
opposition against the financial policy of the Ad- 
ministration. With this view, he took a review 
of the corrupt transactions of the United States 
Bank,and showed how far its supporters were quali- 
fied to act as judges against the present parvy in 
power. ; 

Mr. D. then at some length went into an exami- 
nation of the banking system in general, and the 
exclusive privileges and superior advantages which 
such incorporated institutions possessed over indi- 
viduals. He denied that the banking system was 
the offspring of the Democratic party, aad in proof 
thereof referred to the vote taken at the last session 
on the bill for re-chartering the District Banks. 
The record would show that the Democratic pariy 
in the House refused to grant a renewal of the 
charters with the usual privileges, unless those 
banks would first pay their debts. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. D. intimated 
that by way of illustrating his arguments in rela- 
tion to the Whigs, he had taken the liberty of call- 

ing upon his poet. 

Several members desired that the poetry might 
be read. 

Mr. DUNCAN said no, it would not do; for were 
he to altempt to read it there, he would be called to 
order. Besides, the poetry was to be sung. 

A member desired to know if it would be in order 
to have the poetry sung. Ifso, he should desire it. 

Mr. DUNCAN could not oblige the gentleman; 
but they would see the poetry in print, when his 
remarks were published. But he had ne objection 
toinform them that the poetry was set to the tune 
Roslin Castle. 

Before concluding, Mr. D. adverted to a letter 
from Mr. Kelly, which appeared in the National 
Intelligencer some time ago, denying that General 
Harrison had refused to give pledges, ete. Mr. D. 
produced evidence from an authentic source, 
showing that the statements of said letter were not 
true, all which will be given when the speech shall 
be published in full. 

“When Mr. Duncan had finished his remarks, 
he read from the Intelligencer the following, as re- 
ported in that paper: 

‘Mr. W. C. Jonnson submitted to the Chair 
whether it was in order for an individual to charge 
General Harrison with cowardice, who had himself 
been branded as a coward on this floo:?’ 

“This paper was put in his hand a moment before 
he commenced speaking. He had deferred saying 
any thing on the subject until he should finish 
his remarks, expecting that some denial would 
be made, or some correction of the report 
ordered. But that not being done, he de- 
nounced its author (pointing to Mr. Wm. Cosr 
Jounson,) a base liar, a contemptible puppy, a 
scoundrel, and an infamous coward. Now, sir, 
said Mr. D. I heard no part of the matter so re- 
ported, as applied to myself; and I ask the chair- 
man, who was nearer to Mr. Jonson, whether or 
not he heard the member so express himself ? 

“The chairman (Mr. Camrsett] responded that 
he heard no such remark. 

“Then, said Mr. D. if said at all it must have 
been muttered, and not intended to be heard. 


“Mr. Jonnson rose and said he was correctly 
Teported. He had made the remark, and justi- 
fied it. He read a part of a speech which purport- 
ed to have been delivered in support of the resolu- 
tion which had been intreduced to expel Mr. D. for 
the publication ot certain letters, posting certain 


> 


members therein named. Mr. J. made some other 
remarks in justification. 

i‘ Mr. Duncan said that resolution and 
its support was founded in base “cowardice. 
It was manufactured, as he was informed, 
and had reason to believe, in a caucus; 
and the object was to relieve the members 
posted in the said letters from disgrace, which they 
had not the courage to relieve themselves fiom. 
When the resolution was introduced, it was inti- 


mated that the publication of these letiers was- 


postponed until afler the y assage of the law against 
dueling. As soon as that intimation was uttered, 
Mr. D. said he pronounced the man who im- 
puted such a motive to him, a base soundrel 
and a liar. The member from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Meniree] intimated the same; he, too, 
said Mr. D. I pointed out instantly, and pro- 
nounced a contemptible scoundrel, and told 
him that the duelling law only operated 
over ten miles square; and in ten or twelve 
short days we would be out of these ten miles 
square, and any gentleman who felt himself ag- 
grieved, might call on him: he should be met, 
and have such redress as he might have the 
courage to ask. Mr. D. disclaimed having 
charged General Harrison with cowardice, in 
any remark he had made; he had presented no fact 
or statement but what the political history of the 
country and of the last war warranted and sustain- 
ed. Those who heard him, and those who might 
read him, could draw their own conclusions. And 
to conclude, once forall, said Mr. D. I repeat and 
fix upon the member [Mr. Jonnson] the charge I 
made upon him. Hie is welcume to make the best 
of it.” 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky next obtained the floor, 
and went into an examination of the estimates sub- 
mitted by the Secretary of the Treasury; contend- 
ing that, at the close of 1841, there would be a de- 
ficit of ten millions of dollars, and that it was the 
the duty of Congress to make more ample provi- 
sion for the present year than had yet been pro- 
posed. Mr. D. spoke at some length in favor of 
fortifying the country, and increasing the strength 
of the navy, &c. and concluded by expressing his 
that the amendment of Mr. Barnarp (to tax wines, 
silks, etc.) was the best means yet proposed for 
raising the necessary revenue to carry on the 
operations of theGovernment for the present year. 

The committee then rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Mr. CRABB, on leave, presented the preamble 
and resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
Alabama, protesting against the revival of a pro- 
tective tariff; which were laid en the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. C. also asked leave to present a memorial 
having reference to claims for military services. 

But objection being made, 

Mr. C. moved to suspend the rules. 

Pending which motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, January 27, 1841. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmiitiog 
fifty-two copies of the official Army Register in 
compliance with the resolution of the 13th Decem- 
ber, 1815; which was read. 

Mr. WALKER submitied a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to the 
claim of the village of Carondelet, in Missouri, to 
a tract of land; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of a number 
of the inhabitants of Noxubee county, Mississippi, 
praying that the right of pre-emption to a tract of 
land may be extended to Christopher Nations, a 
settler on the public lands; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of a number 
of the citizens of Natchez, Mississippi, praying the 
passage of ageneral bankrupt law; which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of a num- 
berof the citizens of Maine, praying that the fish- 
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ing bounties and allowances may not be disconti- 
nued; which, with former memorials on the subject, 
was referred to the Committe? on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Hannah 
Page, widow of a Revolutionary soldier; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of Philadelphia, praying the erection 
of anew custom-house at that p'ace; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. B. alsopresented the memorial of citizens of 
Philadelphia, praying the ereciion of a light house 
on Brandywine Shoals; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of St. Clair county, Michigan, for a 
general bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. SEVIER presente | the memorial of the Ge- 
neral Assembly of Arkansas, asking an appropri- 
ation for completing the military road from Mem- 
phis to Little Rock; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FULTON presented the memoriil of the 
General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, pray- 
ing an appropriation for completivg the road from 
Helena to Cache; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. F. also presented a memorial of the same 
body, asking a donation of land to aid the White 
River Turnpike Company; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the memoria! of James 
Allen, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrep and 
others, directors of an association called the New 
England Mississippi Land Company; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 


BILLS PASSED. 

The bill authorizing the settlement and payment 
of certain claims of the State of Alabama; and 

The bill directing sets of the standard weights 
and measures to be placed in the War Depart- 
ment; were severally read a third time, and 
passed. 

The memorial of a number of citizens of Prince 
Georges county, Maryland, engaged in the planting 
and cultivation of tobacco, praying the adoption of 
measures by the General Government for the pur- 
pose of relieving their staple from the burdensome 
duties imposed in fureign countries, which was not 
disposed of yesterday, was taken up, and Mr. 
MERRICK replied at considerable length to Mr. 
CaLnoun’s remarks yesterday. He was briefly re- 
plied to by Mr. CALHOUN, who was followed in 
the debate by Messrs. LINN and PRESTON; 
when, without coming to a conclusion, on motion 
by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the special order, the 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log-cabin thercon, was taken up,the ques- 
tion being on the motion of Mr. Crirranpen to re- 
commit the bill, with instructions to report a bill 
for the distribution of the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands among the States. 


Mr. LUMPKIN said he rose to make but a very 
few remarks. As usual, he felt indisposed to ad- 
dre-s the Senate, whenever his views were pre- 
sented by others; but upon the present occasion, he 
considered it his daty to speak briefly for himself. 
The subject had, in its progress, assumed a magni- 
tude, and gathered around it an importance, rarely 
equalled on the floor of the Senate. The original 
proposition or bill, which gave rise to this discus- 
sion, provided, and was simply intended to secure 
to actual and humble settlers on the public lands, 
the right of pre-emption to one hundred and sixty 
acres of the public land, at the Government price 
of $1 25 per acre. But the various topies of 
discussion introduced here, had embraced almost 
the entire range of party measures, and party po- 
lites, known to our country. For himself, he bad 
neither taste or disposition to enter (upon @ par. 
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lisan controversy on the floor of the Senate. 
Ripe years, and an abiding sense of the dignity 
of the station which he had the honor to occupy, 
forbade his entering on a course which might change 
the appropriate sphere of the Senator into that of 
the mere partisan. If he felt himself prepared to 
enter upon the discussion of all the subjects 
brought into this debate, he should certainly at this 
time forbear from doing so. He felt none of that 
spirit of party triumph which we have seen exhi- 
bited more than once in this chamber, since the 
commencement of the present session. No, sir, 
(said Mr: L.) taking the late elections for a test, I 
am in the minorily in my own State, and in the 
Union. Well, if the people will it, be itso. But 
if he was in a majority, he would sound no shouts 
of triumph here; h: would wear his honors with 
becoming modesty. 

Since the commencement of the preveat session, 
an honorable Sena‘or expressed the opinion that he 
considered the Senators from nineieen States in- 
structed to vote for the repeal of the Independent 
Treasury. Isuppose, sir, (said Mr. L.) Lam one 
of the Senators included in this count, and there- 
fore he would take tbat occasion to state, that he 
had no special instructions whgytever. His in- 
structions were embraced in those general obliga- 
tions which devolve on every Senator. His opi- 
nions remained unchanged upon the subject of the 
Independent Treasury, and every other important 
measure which had agitated the conntry for several 
years past. And he would add, thathe believed a 
majority of the people of Georgia this day concur- 
red with him upon all these important measures. 
True, a majori'y had notconcurred with him in se- 
lecting men for office. A majority of the late Le- 
gislature of Georgia were the supporters of General 
Harrison for the Presidency. Why did they not 
instruct him (Mr. L.) 10 vote for the repeal of the 
Independent Treasury, and for the establi-hmeat of 
a National Bank? Such resolutions were intro- 
duced into the Legislature of Georgia, but prudence 
was considered the better partof valor. The Har- 
rison party, though in a majerity, feared to pass 
them. Therefore, he hoped it would hereafter be 
understood that he was unencumbered with any 
special instructions from his immediate constituent 
body, or from the people of Georgia. Sir, (said 
Mr. L.) I verily believe, this day a large majority 
of the people of Georgia concur with me in regard 
to the public measures and policy of the country — 
while they have differed with me in the selection 
of the man to carry out these measures and policy. 
The short time I remain here, my course upon all 
great measures will remain unchanged, and I shai! 
return to my constituents with a full confidence that 
I have represented the wishes of a very large ma- 
jority of them. 


As he had already intimatcd, he would not de- 
tain the Senate by entering upon any one of the 
great questions which have incidentally grown out 
of the discussion of the policy of the pre-emption 
bill. His views had been presented by different Se- 
nators, wi h whom he had voted upon these several 
subjects, aad consequently he should not travel over 
the same ground. 


He would only say, in conclusion, that he had 
always thought, and sull thought, that the best pos- 
sible disposition which could be made of the public 
domain was for the Government to sell it, ata Jair 
price, to actua! settlers,in small quantities—in quan- 
tities suited to the wants and abilities of the seitlers, 
He had long since been dirgusied with the auction 
system; he had witnes:ed the operations of that 
system. It secured to capita'ists, moneyed combi- 
nations, and speculators, the whole of the best 
Jands, to the exciusion of honest, humble indusiry. 
He was pleased witb the prospective character of 
this pre-emption bil!. It was a call to the poor and 
needy, but industrious and enterprising, from every 
part of the conntry, to go forward, cultivate, work, 
multiply, and replenish the earth. 

Sir, (said Mr. L ) I would not on'y open the door 
to male cit zens of the United States over twenty- 
one years of age, but to male and female over and 
under twenty-one years of age; and neither would 
he require that they should be naturalized citizens. 
Actual bona fide settlement and improvement is all 


sca eee nt ames inc i cite aac 
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“hend from the tiller of the soil. 
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that he would require, in addition to the prompt 
pay ment of the Government price for a small piece 
of land. This policy would benefit the Govern- 
ment, as well as administer to the wants of humant- 
ty. Itprovides for the poor and the needy, who 
are willing to work and cultivate the soi!, whether 
male or female, naturalized citizen or foreigner. 
He kad no apprehensions of evil consequences from 
the husbandman. No, sir, (said Mr. L.) this fer- 
tile, this highly favored land, has no evil to appre- 
Agricultural pur- 
suits, properly conducted, never fail to make the 
best of citizens. His only hope for the permanent 
prosperity of this country was based upon the virtue, 
intelligence, and industry of our agricultural popu- 
lation. 

Mr. ANDERSON briefly replied to some of the 
remarks of Mr. Manaum yesterday. 

Mr. WRIGHT then took the floor, and spoke 
until nearly 4 o’clock in opposition to the distribu- 
tion policy; when, wi hout concluding, be yielded 
to a motion for adjournment. 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, January 27, 1841. 

The SPEAKER stated the first business in order 
to be the motion made by Mr. CRABB on yester- 
day to suspend the rules, to enable him to present 
a memorial; pending which motjon the House had 
adjourned. 

The question was taken and decided in the af- 
firmative; and 

Mr. CRABB presented the memorial and reso- 
lutions of the General Assembly of the State of 
Alabama, claiming reimbursement for certain large 
advances made by her in carrying on the late war 
with the Creek Indians in Alabama; which were 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. EASTMAN, on leave, presented additional 
evidence in the case of Mark Burnham; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, tke House re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
State of the Union, (Mr. Casgy in the chair) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill authorizing 
the issue of 

TREASURY NOTES. 

Mr. POPE being entitled to the floor, said his 
real object in obtaining the floor, was to advise his 
Whig friends not to make any further delay in the 
passage of the bill. It had been conceded by al) 
that the bi!l ought to pass, and he therefore saw no 
necessity for discussing subjects which had been 


debated on every stump for the las’ four years. 


Mr. P. observed that they had a great deal of pri- 
vate and other business to act upon at the present 
session, and he therefore suggested whether it would 
not, for the present, be best to have a cessation of 
hostilities on party questions, and take the question 
at once on the passage of the bill. 

Several members here said, “agreed,” “agreed.” 

Bot Mr. WISE and other Opposition members 
intimating that they would claim their right to ad- 
dress the committee, 

Mr. POPE said as that was the case, and his 
Whig friends persisted in continuing the debate, he 
had no alternative but to proceed. 

Mr. P. then took a review of the means reported 
by the Secretary of the Treasury for meeting the 
demancs against the Government for the present 
year, and contended that the calculations had been 
mace without sufficient data. He then gave, in 
detai', his views as to the real amount that was to 
be expected from the customs, the public lands, and 
other sources referred to by the Secretary in his re- 
port, 

In speaking of the tariff question, Mr. P. gave it 
as his opinion that before long the States of the South 
themselves wou d be in favor of a protective tariff 
on tobacco and other articles raised in the South: 
He referred to a memorial, now on their tables, 
from the Tobacco Convention, asking for the pro- 
tection of that interest, and in which convention 
were men from Maryland, Virginia, Tennessee, 
and Kentucky. 

Mr. P. was opposed to the reduction of any of 
the expenditures for the navy or other public works. 
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He reviewed the growing power of England, her 
dering ambition, the increase of her navy by steam 
ships, ete. and contended that our only means of 
securing ourselves was to make liberal appropria- 
tions for the erection of sieam batteries, and the 
increase of ournaval power. In his opinion, the 
only effectual way in which we could speak to 
England, would be through our guns. 

As for British gold, and British influence, the 
only way to coanteract that was to arm ourselves 
with a sound currency, 

Mr. P. then at some length urged that the on! 
mode of obtaining a sound currency was the - 
establishment of a National Bank. 

_He then went on to tell how the coming Admi. 
nistration would pat all these matters to rights, and 
how the currency, under their guidance, would be 
firm, stable, and not liable to depreciation. 

He also gave his views in relation to log cabins 
and log cabin policy, as connected with the distri. 
bution of the proceeds of the public lands. He 
contended that any policy which screwed the mo- 
ney out of the pockets of the laboring man, was a 
bad policy. He desired that the roadto a home 
in the Western wilderness might be still kept open 
for the poor. He maintained that a great psrtion 
of the Western lands was scarcely worth any 
thing, and the gentlemen who imagined they were 
giving away the public lands by selling them at a 
dollar and a quarter an acre, were much mistaken. 
The fact was, that in many cases the land was not 
worth that price. He therefore objected against 
any system which would increase the price. 

He took the ground that the General Govern- 
ment ought not to look upon the Western Jands 
asa source of revenue, and it was in this view 
that he was in favor of a distribution. 

After speaking for two hours, Mr. P. said he 
was exhausted, and would now give way to his 
friend, the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisz,] 
who cught not to complain of his having occapied 
so much time; for he, (Mr. P.) had ence sat and 
listened patiently to a four hours’ speech of the 
gentleman, when scarcely any body else remained 
in the House. 

Mr. WISE then took the floor, but gave 
way to 
Mr. W. COST JOHNSON, who desired to 
make astatement in relation to certain remarks of 
Mr. Duxcan in the Globe of last evening. (Mr. 
Duncan at this time was not in his seat.) 

Mr. J. then read the following extract from House 
report of yesterday: 

‘But that not being done, he denounced its au- 
thor (pointing to Mr. Wm. Cost Jonnson) a 
base liar, a contemptible puppy, a scoundrel and 
an infamous coward.” 

Now he Mr. J. wished to say that this language 
imputed by the Globe to the member from Ohio 
was not used by him, as every gentleman in the 
House coald testify. The statement was entirely 
false. After some further remarks in relation to 
the principles which influenced his own conduct, 
Mr. J. concluded by repeatiog that the language 
putin the Globe was not used by the gentleman 
from Ohio, and there was no gentleman of any 
party a tLe House who would rise and say that it 
wes used. 


[The Reporter, asan act of justice to himself, 
States that he is in no way responsible for that por- 
tion of the report disclaimed by Mr. Jounson.} 


Mr. WISE regretted that, on this occasion, he 
felt compelled to take the floor, being physically 
unfit to talk for two or three hours on the bill under 
consideration. If his friends had chosen to vote in 
silence, without condemning the vote which hei 4 
tended to give, he would gladly have said nothing. 
He would, too, mach rather have preferred, before 
the debate arose on this question, that his friends 
should have met together as brothers, and recen- 
ciled their differences; and regretted exceedingly to 
differ from any one ofthem. They had advanced 
opinions not only for themselves, but for their party; 
and had taken upon themselves to”advance opinions 
on this question from which he was obliged to dissent. 
Whether they would be the opinions of the coming 
Administration, remained to be seen. But he noti- 
fied gentlemen that, as far as his voice was 
in the House, in the foram, on the floor of 





